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HSK 3.0 Level 5 grammar

Control emphasis and tone

Make a contrast, express a concession and organise a longer explanation. Notice how the
construction changes what the listener expects next.

AERUEARE, TATHRERD

Biigudn tianqi zénmeyang, women dou qu sanbu.
Whatever the weather is like, we go for a walk.

Study this construction

How to use this guide

Read the example, cover the translation and say what the sentence means. Open the linked lesson
for the full explanation and additional examples. Where practice is available, the online guide links to
it.

Laowai's teaching crosswalk to the 2021 proficiency framework. Vocabulary links use the 2025 examination lists; the grammar
selections are study guides, not the official 2025 syllabus.

Topics in this selection

Adverbs and degree - 10 topics

Questions - 1 topics

Conjunctions and complex sentences - 13 topics
Noun phrases - 1 topics

Prepositions and coverbs - 1 topics

Negation - 2 topics

Verb phrases - 5 topics

Complements - 1 topics

Sentence structure and word order - 4 topics

Comparisons - 3 topics
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Adverbs and degree

% 2k (Kanlai): Drawing a Conclusion or Naming a Perspective
¥ + Judgment to the Situation; ¥£ + Person + &3

% % introduces a conclusion the speaker draws from available evidence. The evidence may be
visible, but it can also be a broader situation or a set of facts.

BRMART, XM T
Kanlai ta bu lai le, dou zhéme wdn le.
It seems he's not coming. It's already so late.

Full lesson and examples —

H1F (Zhihao): Having No Better Choice in Chinese
H U + Verb Phrase

it presents an action as the remaining practical choice after alternatives have become
unavailable or unacceptable. A preceding clause often explains the difficulty, and the 2 {F clause
states what the person consequently does.

BITHRIT T, FATRGEnz KFC,

Canting dou guanmeén le, women zhihdo qit chi KFC.
The other restaurants are all closed, so we had no choice but to eat at KFC.

Full lesson and examples —
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7] (Ké) for Emphasis: Strong Descriptions and Firm
Warnings
Al +Adj. (+ 7)

1] can add strong conversational emphasis to a description or action. Before an adjective, it often
appears with final 7" and makes the quality sound striking or personally significant.

XIS T !
Zhe zhi xido gou ké taoqi le!
This puppy is so naughty!

Full lesson and examples —

24H (Kongpa): I Am Afraid and Concerned Predictions
(Subject +) 244 + Clause / Predicate

2L introduces an assessment that may be unwelcome, concerning, or inconvenient. It can soften
bad news or present a prediction cautiously, rather than describing literal fear.

S REMAZ TR

Jintian kongpa yao xia ytl.
I'm afraid it's going to rain today.

Full lesson and examples —
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H. %2 (Shenzhi): Adding an Extreme or Surprising Case
HE

H % adds a case that goes further than the listener might expect. It may highlight a surprising
member of a group or introduce a stronger statement after an initial observation.

V=3 A~ = A AN 5 |l

FEAWAR H: B HCH R R 25 5 2

Meéi ge guanzhong shenzhi caipan dou zhan qilai géi ta guzhdng.

Each and every member of the audience, and even the referee, stood up and applauded for him.

Full lesson and examples —

AEA (Budébu): Have To and Cannot Avoid Doing
Subj. + A5 A + Verb

AEA says that circumstances leave a person unable to avoid an action. It often explains a
reluctant practical choice, but it can also introduce an acknowledgment or feeling that the evidence
compels.

RERIRGE T, BAFAKIN

Ni zhén de tai lihai le, wo budébu chéngren.
You are so good. | have to admit it.

Full lesson and examples —
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2| )i (Daodi): What Exactly, After All, and Finally
2%

#| i has several related uses centered on reaching the decisive point. In a question, it intensifies
the request to establish what is actually true, often giving a sense of exactly or on earth.

BN KRENR, HFHREKTT
Daodi shi ge da ldobdn, chuishou jitishi dafang.
After all, he's a big boss, so naturally he spends generously.

Full lesson and examples —

7= (Jiujing): Asking What Exactly or Finding the Real
Answer
Subject + 3¢ % + Question Predicate / Affirmative-Negative Predicate?

%% % emphasizes the desire to establish the actual answer to a question. It can accompany a
question word asking who, what, when, or why, or an affirmative-negative form asking whether
something will happen.

Y ,;\,ﬁ‘ B y
XN N TR ME?
Zheége rén jiujing shi shéi?
Who on earth is this guy?

Full lesson and examples —
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Zx3k (Bénlai): Original Plans and Things True All Along

7=k can describe an original plan, expectation, or state before later circumstances changed it. The
first clause establishes what was intended or expected, and a following contrast explains the actual
development. &...f] often frames an intention, but 4~ itself does not require that one fixed
construction.

AR LA, AIJERARKE MR, BiKE.
Wo bénlai shi yao qu de, biiguo houlai b tai shiifu, jitt méi qul.
| originally wanted to go, but | didn't go because | didn't feel very well.

Full lesson and examples —

+ 77 (Qianwan): Be Sure To and Whatever You Do, Do Not
T + %/ 5] | A% /| 7§k + Verb Phrase

75 adds strong insistence to an instruction. It is especially common in warnings telling someone to
avoid an action, but it can also urge them to make certain they do something.

RXASKARNMENZ, T HAES !

Zhége cai hén nanchi, gianwan btiyao didan!
This dish is horrible. Make sure you don't order it!

Full lesson and examples —
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Questions

YEiE (Nandao): Challenging an Idea with a Rhetorical
Question
MEiE + Proposition + (I5)?

#EjE marks a question that challenges a proposition the speaker finds difficult to accept. It often
presents the alternative as surprising, implausible, or contrary to what should be known.

FHEIE R FL AR {5 fth ) 2

Nandao ni zhén de xiangxin ta ma?
You don't actually believe him, do you?

Full lesson and examples —
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Conjunctions and complex sentences

F4 (Yashi): So Then and Consequences in a Narrative

F& introduces the next development as a consequence of the preceding situation. It is especially
common in storytelling, where a change or observation prompts someone to act.

s s

TWT, TREREMNERT .
Xiayui le, yuishi women hui jia le.
It started raining, so we went home.

Full lesson and examples —
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1 (Er): Connecting Contrasts and Saying But Rather
Clause A, T + Clause B; ~2& A, & B; £ A, MAEB

1 links related ideas while highlighting a difference between them. It is common in written and
relatively formal speech, though familiar patterns also appear in conversation.

BATERER, MARRIIH .
Women shi lai banshi de, ér bu shi lai wan de.
We're here to do work, not to have fun.

Full lesson and examples —

R4 (Jinguan): Express Although and Despite
R + fact, subject + {HJ& / if/& + contrasting result

R4 introduces a fact that might seem to prevent the outcome in the next clause. The second part
shows that the outcome holds anyway, creating a concessive relationship.

RERZ NHEPEA ik I3 405

Jingudn hén duo rén piping ta, ta haishi jianchi zhéme zuo.
Despite the fact that many people criticize him, he still insists on doing it.

Full lesson and examples —
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8] (Dao): Mark an Unexpected Contrast
Subject + {5 + predicate

{8 draws attention to a fact that differs from an expectation or another part of the discussion. It can
introduce a surprising evaluation, correct an assumed motive, or concede one point while implying a
reservation elsewhere.

A, EIARE ENAM, &R i TAERES 71,
W6 bang ta, dao bt shi yinwei xithuan ta, shi yinwei ta gongzuo hén nuli.
I helped him not because | liked him, but because he worked very hard.

Full lesson and examples —

#1 (Que): Express But or Yet Within a Clause
Context, subject + ] + contrasting predicate

% marks a contrast within a clause, often showing that the outcome differs from what the preceding
facts lead someone to expect. A person's position, intentions, or circumstances may suggest one
result, while the sentence reports another.

fl e, ABCT AW b

Ta shi ldobdn, que méiyou rén ting ta de.
He's the boss, but nobody listens to him.

Full lesson and examples —
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T (Youyu): Introduce a Cause or Reason

B F + cause, result

HF introduces the cause behind a situation, often in explanatory or formal writing. The cause may
be a noun phrase naming a circumstance or a clause explaining what happened.

B 2= 50 1 B, b 7 AR 48 b si b IS A%
HI TR =BV A, RERE) R BRI T
Youyii wenshi xiaoying de yingxidng, quangit de gihou bian de yuélaiyue fanchang le.
Due to the influence of the greenhouse effect, the whole Earth's climate is getting more and more
abnormal.

Full lesson and examples —

BEAR... 50 (Jiran...Jiu): Since That Is the Case

BESK + accepted fact, (JF) + subject + 3 + conclusion

BE4R introduces a premise that the speaker treats as established or accepted for the discussion. The
next clause draws a practical conclusion from that premise, often proposing what someone should

do.

TRBEIRAAETE, AR T o
Ni jiran bu xiang shuo, na jiu bié shuo le.
Since you don't want to say, then just don't say.

Full lesson and examples —
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It (Yinci): Express Therefore in Chinese
Cause, (subject +) At + result

At introduces a consequence that follows from information already given. It points backward to the
reason and forward to the resulting situation, much like therefore or consequently.

P T, FOEAE
W0 bing le, yinci xinqing bit hdo.
| am sick, therefore | am not in a good mood.

Full lesson and examples —

kx3E (Chafei): Express Unless and Only If
F%3E + exception, M / ASSK + result; fIE + condition, A + enabled result

Fx4E identifies an exception to the situation described in the rest of the sentence. With a negative
main statement, it often corresponds to unless: the main outcome holds except under the named
condition.

AL, BRIRR L.

W0 bu qu, chiifei ni yé qui.
I won't go unless you go too.

Full lesson and examples —

HSK 3.0 Level 5 grammar Study online 13


https://laowaiapp.com/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l5_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/3.0/level-5/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l5_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-therefore-with-yinci/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l5_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-therefore-with-yinci/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l5_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-unless-with-chufei/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l5_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-unless-with-chufei/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l5_en_261112a1

Laowai

HSK 3.0 Level 5 grammar

Blfi... 41, (Jishi...Y&): Even If

Hiffi + hypothetical condition, subject + # + unchanged result

HNff introduces a condition that might normally affect a decision or outcome. The second clause
says that the stated result still holds despite it.

AIEEIRA LR L, L.
Jishi ni bu xidng rang wo qit, wo yé yao qul.
Even if you don't want me to go, | still have to go.

Full lesson and examples —

P9t (Yaoshi...Jiu): Say If in Conversation
#R: + condition, subject + jl + consequence

# A introduces a condition in everyday spoken Chinese. The next clause explains the
consequence, response, or decision that follows if the condition applies.

R, RAIRITHIE,
Ni yaoshi zhén xidng wo, jiu géi wo dd dianhua.
If you do miss me, then give me a call.

Full lesson and examples —
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A4 ...#B (Buguan...Dou): No Matter What

A& + question word / alternatives, subject + #5 / #1 + unchanged result

A presents a range of possibilities and says that the main result holds across them. The first

clause can use a question word such as who, where, or what, or it can name alternatives joined with

EIRGFH AU F

Bugudn ni chuan shénme dou hdokan.

No matter what you wear, it looks good on you.

Full lesson and examples —

Tt and 4~i8: Express No Matter or Regardless
Jeit / A8 + question word / alternatives, subject + #B / #1, + result

J&1¢ introduces possibilities that do not affect the conclusion. It can range over people, places,
degrees, actions, or two explicitly named alternatives.

WE AWM, MR E OB

Wiilun duome chénggong, ta zong juéde ziji bu gou hdo.
No matter how successful he is, he always thinks he isn't enough.

Full lesson and examples —
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Noun phrases

Hrp (Qizhong): Among Them, Of Which, and Within a Set
Established Group / Whole, H + Subset / Member + Predicate

Hrp refers back to a group or whole that has already been established. It introduces something
within that set without repeating the complete group description.

HAUWAE, HP=EEES.
W0 you si liang qiché, gizhong san liang dou shi Bdomad.
| have four cars. Of them, three are BMW's.

Full lesson and examples —

Prepositions and coverbs

fti& (Suizhe): Along With and Changes That Develop
Together

ffi#& + Noun / Developing Process, Subject + Predicate

ffi#& links an action or development to something it accompanies or follows. In a simple sentence,
the noun after [ifi& can identify music, wind, or another influence that shapes the action.

WA Rl XA H 4 31 -

Shiizhi suizhe feng bu ting de yaodong.
The branch keeps swaying in the wind.

Full lesson and examples —
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Negation

F A and 3% A (Bing): Emphasize a Chinese Negation
Subject + 3f + &~ / %A + predicate

Ff adds corrective emphasis to a negative statement. It often signals that an assumption is
mistaken: something is less easy, less welcome, or less successful than another person might
suppose.

FEPEAGMIFAES . GRS AP

Zai Zhonggué chuangye bing bu rongyi, you hén duo de tidozhan.
In China, starting a business really isn't easy. There are a lot of challenges.

Full lesson and examples —

%15 (Haide): Describe an Unwanted Consequence
Cause + 15 + affected person + unwanted result

=15 connects a cause with an unpleasant consequence for someone. It is common in conversation
when the speaker complains about noise, another person's behavior, or a decision that created
trouble.

TN T TARIINE,  EAR R

Xiawti he le lidng beéi kafei, haide wo wdanshang shui buzhao.
I had two cups of coffee. It kept me from falling asleep at night.

Full lesson and examples —
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Verb phrases

Jf (Bing): Connect Related Verb Phrases
Verb phrase 1 + 3f + verb phrase 2

Ff can join two related verb phrases within a single statement. It is particularly useful in concise
written language when the actions share a subject and form part of one account, decision, or
instruction.

HoF] I L FRRRA DL E o
W0 téngyi bing zhichi ni de juéding.
| agree with and support your decision.

Full lesson and examples —

i (You): Identify Who Handles or Causes an Action

Topic + H + person + verb phrase

iy introduces the person or group responsible for performing an action or bringing something about.

A sentence often begins with the task or matter under discussion, then uses Hj to say who handles
it.

o N WY Y

XAEEE D 1A

Zhe jian shi you wo shuo le suan.

This matter is up to me.

Full lesson and examples —
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Jt H. (Bingqi¢): Add And Also or Moreover

Clause / verb phrase 1 + 3f: H + clause / verb phrase 2

71 H. adds a second related point to the first. It may simply connect actions, or it may build the
argument by presenting something further.

Holm] B H SRR P SE o
W0 tongyi bingqié zhichi ni de juéding.
| agree with and support your decision.

Full lesson and examples —

{15 (Zhidé): Say Something Is Worth Doing
Subject + {E%5 + verb phrase; subject + R {E5

{E15 evaluates whether an action deserves someone's time, effort, attention, or approval. The action
follows it directly, so a thing or experience can be presented as worth reading, trying, studying, or
discussing.

B ROURER—F

Bajin de sanwén hén zhidé y1 kan.
Ba Jin's prose deserves a look.

Full lesson and examples —
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Verb + & + Verb + #: As an Action Continues
Verb + & + verb + &, (Gill) + new development (+ T")

Repeating a verb with # portrays an activity continuing for a while before something changes. The
speaker follows the action as it unfolds, then comments on a discovery, interruption, or unexpected
result.

WiE A Tt A I H CITR T .
Shuo zhe shuo zhe wa jitl faxian ziji yé hutu le.
After talking and talking, | realized that | had confused myself.

Full lesson and examples —

Complements

#23k (Qilai): Gather, Collect, or Put Things Away
Verb + # 3k

#23k can extend a directional idea into actions that gather, combine, or secure things. Instead of
moving physically upward, items may be brought together into a total, collected into one place, or
put away for later.

13 1 15 SRR 4 /2

Shisan hé shiwil jia qilai shi duoshdo?
How much are 13 and 15 added up?

Full lesson and examples —
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Sentence structure and word order

i%...#8/>: Not Even an Action or a Single Thing

i% + verb + #f + 4~ / % + repeated verb; # + — + measure word + noun + #% / #5 + negative

predicate

i% can focus on something so basic or minimal that its absence is striking. Placing a verb after %
and repeating it after a negative emphasizes that the action was not performed at all, even at the
most elementary level.

A XA N T WA A o
Péngyou? Zhége rén wo lian jian dou méi jian guo.
Friends? I've never even met this person.

Full lesson and examples —

{£fn] (Rénhé): Any or Whichever in Chinese
f£41] + noun + #; / 4, + predicate

%47 modifies a noun to leave the choice of individual unrestricted. It can mean any member of a
class, whoever is involved, or whatever item fits the description.

TR ZNPRNS LS AR R A 2 o
Ni dao paidui ythou rénhé yinliao dou biiyao he.
After you arrive at the party, don't drink anything.

Full lesson and examples —
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BE... ¥ and B%...th,: Both And in Chinese
Subject + B% + predicate 1 + X / H + predicate 2

BE links two descriptions that both apply to the same person, thing, or situation. The following X or
H, introduces the second description, making the combination explicit.

XA ] BRI SLBS T

Zheége tongshi ji jiji you niili.
This colleague is both proactive and hard-working.

Full lesson and examples —

AMH, MY, and A H: Not Only But Also Patterns
AME / ML/ AR + first point, 1iiH. / if / # + additional point

AMH, MY, and A H introduce a statement that the speaker intends to extend. The following clause
adds another fact, often with i H., if, or .

AR HEERESGER , 17 Ho6 R BRLAR B4R

W0 buizhi dui paiqitt gdnxingqu, érqié dui ziiqit yé hén gdanxingqu.
I am not only interested in volleyball, but also in soccer.

Full lesson and examples —
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Comparisons

753k versus J5i3k: Originally, All Along, or It Turns Out
73k + original plan / fact; J§i3k + discovery; J& & H] + noun

Z<3k often points to an original plan, an expected state, or a fact that held all along. A later contrast
may explain why the plan changed.

AR BEESINIRAI A BIRXSE, o) i AR R IR YL -
W6 bénlai shi yao qu canjia ni de shéngri paidui de, késhi zhoumo tiran yao jiaban.
| was originally going to go to your birthday party, but | had to work some extra time this weekend.

Full lesson and examples —

JF versus XJF: About a Topic or Regarding an Object
*F + topic + ¥ + noun; X} T + object, response / evaluation

¥ commonly introduces the subject matter of a discussion, text, question, or other piece of
information. X} more often identifies the person or matter toward which a response, evaluation, or
understanding is directed. The meanings can overlap in topic-opening sentences, but the usual
grammatical patterns reveal different ways of organizing the information.

XFFARA NFFEA T

Duiyii nage rén wo bing bu lidojié.
As for that person, | just don't know him very well at all.

Full lesson and examples —
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&4 versus &1&: Suit Someone or Be Suitable
A+ &H + B;subject + 1R / F + HiE

14 and &i& both concern suitability, but they fit different structures. j& & is a verb that connects
something with the person, situation, or activity it suits. &1 is an adjective that judges something as
appropriate or suitable. The distinction is grammatical as well as lexical, so reversing the characters
without changing the sentence can produce an unnatural result.

o A A N,
XA TARRIE & o
Zhege gongzuo hén shihé wo.
This job really suits me.

Full lesson and examples —
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