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Connect ideas clearly

Compare viewpoints, qualify a statement and explain how events relate. Study the whole

construction, including the words on either side of its connector.

FAeE T, WIE ERTR.

Women xian fiixt, ranhou shang xin ke.
First we review; then we study a new lesson.

Study this construction

How to use this guide

Read the example, cover the translation and say what the sentence means. Open the linked lesson
for the full explanation and additional examples. Where practice is available, the online guide links to

it.

Laowai's teaching crosswalk to the 2021 proficiency framework. Vocabulary links use the 2025 examination lists; the grammar

selections are study guides, not the official 2025 syllabus.

Topics in this selection

Adjectives - 1 topics

Adverbs and degree - 12 topics

Negation - 1 topics

Numbers, quantities and classifiers - 2 topics
Particles - 4 topics

Conjunctions and complex sentences - 9 topics
Noun phrases - 4 topics

Questions - 1 topics

Prepositions and coverbs - 2 topics

Verb phrases - 11 topics

Modality and auxiliary verbs - 2 topics
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Complements - 1 topics
Sentence structure and word order - 9 topics
Aspect, time and completion - 1 topics

Comparisons - 7 topics
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Adjectives

The Whole and All with 4 (Quan) in Chinese
4> + Noun

4> can present something as a whole or say that a statement covers an entire set. Before suitable

nouns, it forms expressions referring to the whole family, country, body, or another established unit.

Al HEL LR
Women quan jia dou qu guo Béijing.
Our entire family has been to Beijing.

Full lesson and examples —

Adverbs and degree

Just Right and Happen To with 1E#f (Zhenghao)
Subj. + IE#F + Verb Phrase

1E#F can show that circumstances happen to align with another need, event, or expectation. Before
a verb phrase, it often presents an action or situation as occurring at a convenient or relevant
moment.

WIELF B, WK FRTINE .

Wo zhenghdo yao chiuqu, laji wo lai reng ba.
I'm just about to leave. I'll take out the trash.

Full lesson and examples —
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J7 3k (Yuanlai): Originally and It Turns Out
Former state with Jfi 3¢ (#)) / New information with J& &

J5 3k can refer to how something was originally or previously. Before a predicate, it establishes an
earlier situation, often contrasted with a later change.

R DR ) e B AR 7T 2% .
Ni yuanlai de faxing yé hén keé'ai.
Your original hairstyle was also very cute.

Full lesson and examples —

Almost Happened with Z 55 (Chadian) in Chinese
Subj. + Z 5 + Predicate

7% 15 before a predicate says that the described outcome came close to happening. In the
straightforward affirmative pattern, it did not actually occur.

FZE AR R 3.

Che chadidn zhuangdao wo.
The car almost hit me.

Full lesson and examples —
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Have Always with M 3 #8 (Conglai Dou) in Chinese
M3k + # (J&) + Predicate

M# in an affirmative statement commonly combines with %% to describe a pattern that has held
throughout the relevant period. It can introduce a repeated practice or an enduring way of being.

s AR AR XA o

Ta conglai dou zheyang.
He's always like this.

Full lesson and examples —

As a Result and Ended Up with 253 (Jiéguo)
Reason / Condition , £5% + Result

#E1 can introduce what followed from a preceding situation or sequence. The background comes
first, and %5 begins the clause giving the outcome.

iR, SPREE T,

Ta chuan de hén shdo, jiéguo ganmao le.
She didn't dress warmly enough, and as a result, she caught a cold.

Full lesson and examples —
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Each Other in Chinese with G4 (Huxiang)
‘HAH + Verb Phrase

‘HAH before a verb phrase shows that participants direct an action toward one another. The subject
therefore identifies, or context supplies, at least two relevant participants.

HARFE B

huxiang bangzhu
Help each other

Full lesson and examples —

Enough with #% (Gou) Before and After Verbs
Subj. + % + Predicate (+ 1)

%z expresses sufficiency relative to a need or standard. Before a verb, it can say that an amount is
enough for carrying out that activity.

AR TIRZR, BT,

Women madi le hén duo cai, gou chi le.
We bought a lot of food. It's enough for us to eat.

Full lesson and examples —
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A Considered Better Choice with A4 (Haishi)
it + Verb

iA+& before an action can present it as the preferable choice after alternatives have been
considered. The speaker may be revising a plan or recommending the more sensible option in the
circumstances.

b2 RN
Haishi mingtian qu ba.
We'd better go tomorrow.

Full lesson and examples —

Had Better and It Is Best To with & (Zuihao)
Subj. + ¢ iF + Predicate

I can present an action as the best or most advisable course in the circumstances. In this use it
appears before the recommended predicate, commonly after the subject.

TREIF Bk E— T
Ni zuthdo xian xiuxi yixia.
You'd better get some rest first.

Full lesson and examples —
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Also All with #3,#¢ (Y€ Dou) in Chinese
R + Verb / Adj.

th, and #f can appear together when an added group shares a situation already mentioned. 4,
connects the new statement to earlier information, while # indicates that the predicate applies
throughout the relevant group. The normal order in this combined pattern is 1, before #f, followed by
the predicate.

HARLF . AR NBEAR L .
W0 hén hdo, wo de jiarén yé dou hén hdo.
I'm good. So is everyone in my family.

Full lesson and examples —

Quite and Pretty with #£......[% (Ting...De)
# + Adj. + 1Y

& before an adjective gives a conversational evaluation of degree, often rendered as “quite,”
“rather,” or “pretty.” i) commonly appears at the end of the descriptive phrase. The construction can
express a favorable observation, a reservation, or a plain assessment, depending on the adjective
and the situation.

XA E I HEAF AT o

Zhege ldoshi ting nianqging de.
This teacher is quite young.

Full lesson and examples —
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JLF (Jihu): Almost All, Hardly Any, and Nearly
Subj. + JLF + Verb

JLF indicates that a statement comes very close to being completely true. Before a phrase
containing % or fif A5, it narrows an otherwise universal claim to almost all members.

JLFEA A FHL

Jithu méi ge rén dou you shouji.
Almost everyone has a cell phone.

Full lesson and examples —

Negation

Emphasizing Negatives with X A~ and X%
X + A/ ¥% + Verb

X before a negative predicate can emphasize a fact that the speaker thinks should already be
recognized. It often pushes back against an assumption or argues that another person's response is
unnecessary.

A3 e SAHNE

Wen wo ganma? Wo you bu zhidao.
Why ask me? | definitely don't know.

Full lesson and examples —
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Numbers, quantities and classifiers

Just and Only with it (Jin) for Small Quantities
¥t + Subject + Predicate

Bt can single out a limited participant or amount. Before a subject, it can identify the only person or
thing for which the statement holds.

XA RN IE o
Zhé jian shi jitt wé zhidao.
I'm the only person that knows about this.

Full lesson and examples —

412 (Fen Zh1): Chinese Fractions and Percentages

Denominator + 432 + Numerator

Chinese fractions name the total number of equal parts before naming how many parts are taken.
Put the denominator before 432 and the numerator after it.

HHFHRBAGE2ZHT

W0 de shouji dianliang zhi you bdi fen zhi wii le.
My phone only has 5% power left.

Full lesson and examples —
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Particles

And Things Like That with {4 i) (Shénme De)
Noun 1, Noun 2 + {41

14 W) can follow an informal list to indicate other items of the same general kind. The listener is
expected to infer the category from what has been named.

™y, /L‘ /_‘ —ga —_ >
HIGIAIZIA, RIZisE BIR AR
WO ndinai bt chi rou, zhi chi shiicai, doufu shénme de.
My grandma doesn't eat meat. She only eats vegetables, tofu, and so on.

Full lesson and examples —

And So On with £ and Z:4% in Chinese
...... u )

4 and 44 can follow a list to leave room for other members of the same category. They are useful
in explanations and more formal descriptions as well as ordinary speech.

PR B WEESE, BRI,

Xigua, boluo, ptitao, déngdeéng, wo dou xthuan chi.

Watermelons, pineapples, grapes, and so on... | like them all.

Full lesson and examples —
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i (Ma): Presenting Something as Obvious in Chinese
Statement + W

Sentence-final Ifji presents a statement as something the speaker considers evident or easy to
accept. It can draw attention to shared knowledge, explain a reason, or encourage someone to take
an apparently straightforward course of action.

PRIRDRAREL SR o

Ni meimei hén piaoliang ma.
Your sister is obviously pretty.

Full lesson and examples —

Sentence-Final [%] (De): Certainty and Reassurance

At the end of some statements, H] expresses the speaker’s confidence in what they are saying. It
can make a prediction reassuring, a promise firm, or a reminder more emphatic.

I HT o

Ta hui hao de.

He will get better.

Full lesson and examples —
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Conjunctions and complex sentences

A Softer But with i~ (Buguo) in Chinese

A1t can introduce a contrasting point or qualification after another statement. It often feels
conversational and can make a reservation sound less abrupt than a stronger contrast marker.

A > N /) == A El:_k
RAERIRFEARZK, DA 5o

Zhe jian yifu wo hén xthuan, buguo youdidn gui.

I like this piece of clothing, but it's a little bit expensive.

Full lesson and examples —

Making Suggestions with 24~ (Yaobu): How About
Reason / Situation, %4> + Suggestion + %

A can introduce a conversational suggestion that seeks the listener's acceptance. The reason or
situation may be explained first, followed by A~ and the proposed action.

REBARRT, BAMRE—2JLIE.

Dajia dou youdidan lei le, yaobul xiiixi ythuir ba.
Everyone is a little tired. Let's rest for a while.

Full lesson and examples —
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Adding an Afterthought with A% (Haiyou)

A4 can introduce an additional point after information already given. The new material may be
another request, reminder, condition, or practical detail.

= W 1A >
KA. o, EZIRE
Ni xtiyao chi yao. Haiyou, yao duo xitixi.
You need to take medicine. Also, you should get more rest.

Full lesson and examples —

In Addition and Separately with 54} (Lingwai)

Y% 4h can introduce another point alongside what has already been said. As a clause connector, it
often begins the additional statement, and i4 or #, may appear later to reinforce the additive
relationship.

XAPRSORHE T, HAEE 7o, RMBHERE

Zhege kewén tai nan le, wo bt xidng xué. Lingwati, wo yé méi zhunbei.
This lesson is too difficult and | don't want to read it. Besides, | didn't prepare for it.

Full lesson and examples —
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Besides and Moreover with F-i}% (Zaishuo)

Fi i can introduce another reason supporting a decision or judgment. The preceding statement
establishes the position, and the following clause strengthens it with an additional consideration.

XA, AET. i, SMEEETE,

Zhéme wadn, bié zou le. Zaishuo, waimian zhengzai xiaxué.
It's so late. Stay. Besides, it's snowing outside.

Full lesson and examples —

3k (Lai) for Purpose: Connecting a Method to an Action
d / il + Method + 3 + Verb Phrase

3k can connect a way of doing something with the result you want to achieve. The first part identifies
the tool, channel, or method; the verb phrase after 3¢ explains its purpose.

FHX BTN . HE N

Yong zhe zhong fangfa lai zhuangian, zhéen ditrén.
It's shameful to earn money in this way.

Full lesson and examples —
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HEL 5t (Zhiyao...Jiu): As Long As
H 3 + sufficient condition, subject + j + result

H ¥ presents a condition that is enough for the result to follow. The speaker may promise a
response, describe a dependable relationship, or reassure someone that meeting this requirement
will suffice.

== v, Nl =7
HBREHEWR, TRk
Zhiyao ni zhénde xthuan, wd jitt géi ni mdi.
As long as you really like it, | will buy it for you.

Full lesson and examples —

7" (Cai): Only After, Only Then, or Not Until

Prerequisite / time / effort, subject + 7" + result

7" can show that a result becomes possible or occurs only after an important prerequisite. The
earlier phrase may describe time spent, money paid, effort invested, or a condition finally met.

FeAe TINTHA LB THRIFHIA Y o

W& hua le ba gian kudai cai mdi dao le lilyéu de dongxi.
Only after spending 8000 RMB was | able to buy all the things for the trip.

Full lesson and examples —
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HA... A (Zhiyou...Cai): Only If
A + necessary condition, subject + " + result

A introduces a condition presented as necessary for an outcome. The result cannot follow without
that requirement, according to the speaker's statement.

R 55 17 R AR

Zhiyou ntili cai néng zuo hdo gongzuo.
Only if you work hard is it possible to do a good job.

Full lesson and examples —

Noun phrases

DL (Yilai): Ever Since and Periods Leading Up to Now
Time / Event + DJ3E , ...

LIk marks a stretch of time beginning at a past point and continuing to the present or another
established reference time. Place it after the starting date or event, then explain what has happened
across that period.

SENALUR, ZER—HKTEW.
Jinnian Bayue yilai, zheli yizhi méi xia guo yul.
It hasn't rained since August of this year.

Full lesson and examples —
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A (Suoyou): All, All Of, and Not All in Chinese
A (+ f4) + Noun

B A refers to the complete set of things or people identified by the following noun phrase. i may
appear between ffff5 and the noun, depending on the expression. The set can be defined by
ownership, a location, or another modifier; it does not have to include everything of that kind in the
world.

UR3E T W A ) 2
Ni mdi le ta suoyou de shii?
You've bought all her books?

Full lesson and examples —

Z— (Zh1 Y1): Saying One Of in Chinese
Subject + #& + Group Noun Phrase + Z—

Z— selects one member of a group named before it. Unlike English “one of,” the Chinese
expression follows the entire group description.

I A Z

Ta shi wo zui hdo de péngyou zhi yi.
She is one of my best friends.

Full lesson and examples —

HSK 3.0 Level 4 grammar Study online

19


https://laowaiapp.com/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/3.0/level-4/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-all-with-suoyou/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-all-with-suoyou/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-one-of-with-zhiyi/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-one-of-with-zhiyi/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1

Laowai

HSK 3.0 Level 4 grammar

Y5 and %5 4p: Another, the Other, and the Remaining Ones
Y% | 5B 4b + Number + [Measure Word] + Noun

Y5 and 554} distinguish an additional item or a different part of a group from one already mentioned.
Follow them with the appropriate number and classifier before the noun.

> . =] o H.
FAPNFAHL, Me/NK, 5 — & iPhone,
W6 you lidng geé shouji, yi gé shi Xidomi, ling yi gé shi iPhone.

I have two cell phones. One is a Xiaomi, and the other is an iPhone.

Full lesson and examples —

Questions

g with Question Words: Embedded Questions in Chinese
Subject + #1378 / BHA / fE41%... + Embedded Question + N5?

4, asks whether the larger proposition is true. A question word can appear in that proposition when it
belongs to an embedded question, rather than directly asking the listener for the missing
information.

XA
Zhé shi shénme?

What is this?

Full lesson and examples —
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Prepositions and coverbs

1 (Wei): Acting for Someone or Expressing Concern
Subject + 4 + Person / Group / Cause + Predicate

4 identifies the person, group, or cause toward which an action or feeling is directed. It appears in
expressions about working on someone’s behalf, preparing something for them, supporting them, or
worrying about them.

A TH R 1 2% o
Women dou weéi ni gaoxing.
We are all happy for you.

Full lesson and examples —

... b, fE...F, and ¥E... 771 : Abstract Chinese Frames
1% + Topic + k., Subj. ......

Y& combines with location words to frame abstract ideas as well as physical places. ¥%... I often
names the issue or field in which a comment applies. 7&... 751 similarly introduces an aspect of a
broader subject, making it useful for discussing skills, work, habits, or differences. These phrases
generally appear before the main predicate.

FERXAMELE, BATHIEEZ—HH

Zai zhege wenti shang, women de kanfd shi yiyang de.
In regards to this problem, our opinions are the same.

Full lesson and examples —
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Verb phrases

% and 157 Saying It Depends in Chinese
X /38 + BE / £+F + Unclear Situation

3E and 5% present a factor that will determine an answer or outcome. In conversation, iX or #ff
can stand for the issue already being discussed, followed by the relevant factor.

LY g »

XAFEVRH I ] o

Zhe déi kan ni de shijian.

This depends on when you are available.

Full lesson and examples —

IF1% (Haoxiang): Expressing Seems and Tentative
Impressions

1% introduces an impression that the speaker has not fully confirmed. It can precede a description,
an identity statement, or an action, so its use is broader than commenting only on visual
appearance.

flb i {52 e A o

Ta hdoxiang shi Yinggué rén.
He seems to be British.

Full lesson and examples —
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DLk (Yiwéi): An Assumption That Turns Out to Be Wrong
Subj. + DL A......

L1 >4 introduces an assumption that the speaker now questions, corrects, or treats as mistaken. The
following clause states the belief itself, while the surrounding conversation supplies the contrast with
reality.

T LAttt N
W6 yitwéi ta shi Dégué rén.
| thought he was German.

Full lesson and examples —

i@ (Tongguo): Passing, Approval, and Achieving Through a
Method
#d + Agent / Method , ......

i) can function as a verb describing passage through an opening or across a route. It also means
passing a test or gaining approval, where the passage is figurative.

IR BIAR ) L@ L Py JAEATT o

Coéng wo jia dao nar yao tongguo lidng zuo qiao.
To get there from my house, you have to cross two bridges.

Full lesson and examples —
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>k B (Laizi): Stating an Origin or Source in Chinese
Subject + 3k H + Place / Source

>k H identifies the origin of a person, object, idea, or influence. Put the thing whose origin you are
describing before 3k H, then name its source afterward.

Fok HH E
WO laizi Zhongguo.
| come from China.

Full lesson and examples —

. (Suan): Counting as Something and Making a Judgment
Subject + (4~ +) & + Noun / Description (+ H])

% makes an assessment about whether something qualifies as a category or reaches a certain
standard. A noun after £ names the category; an adjective evaluates the degree or quality.

/‘4
(LK N
Ta suan tiancai.
She is considered a genius.

Full lesson and examples —
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Fk ok and {/r2k: Using 2k to Say Who Will Do It
(ik +) Subj. + 3k

3k can stand for an action that is already obvious from the situation. Instead of repeating the full
task, name the person who will take it on and add 3.

Gis, 3
Ni lai!
You do it!

Full lesson and examples —

/I> (Shao) Before Verbs: Do Less or Cut Back
/b + Verb

Before a verb, /> asks for a smaller amount or a lower frequency of the action. It is useful for advice
about habits, instructions about quantities, and requests to reduce something excessive.

‘EE AJ

-I’H //l\ﬁi JI:l:_‘l\_j[I:Illi o

Qing shdo fang didn yan.
Use less salt, please.

Full lesson and examples —
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% (Duo) Before Verbs: Do More or More Often
% + Verb

% before a verb increases the amount, frequency, or extent of the action. It appears naturally in
encouragement and practical advice, but it can also describe an intention or need when a subject
and modal are included.

g HZ /'»J_:_l: o
Duo chi didn.
Eat a little more.

Full lesson and examples —

#l| (Dao) After a Verb: Continuing Until a Time or Event
(—H +) Verb + #| + Time / Event; Verb + Object + Verb + %] + Endpoint

#l| after an activity introduces the point up to which it continues. The endpoint may be a clock time, a

date, or an event that brings the activity to a stop.
IR E SR LA

Nimen yao wan dao ji didan?

When will you be done playing?

Full lesson and examples —
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Separable Verbs in Chinese: Verb-Object Phrases and Word
Order

Separable verb: Verb ... [other material] ... Object

Many expressions learned as single verbs contain a verbal part and an object part. This internal
structure explains why extra material can appear between their syllables.

PRI A 8] DL A -
W6 méiyou shijian jianmian.
| don't have time to meet.

Full lesson and examples —

Modality and auxiliary verbs

A H (Buyong): Saying There Is No Need to Do Something
Subj. + ASH + Verb Phrase

A H says an action is unnecessary. Place it before the verb phrase whose necessity you are
denying.

A B o

Buyong xie.
You don't need to thank me.

Full lesson and examples —
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15 (Déi): Must and Have To in Spoken Chinese
Subject + 5 + Verb Phrase

When pronounced déi, £5 expresses a need to carry out the following action. It is common in
conversation when circumstances, duties, or a practical problem make an action necessary.

FANMGAE T -
Women déi zou le.

We have to leave now.

Full lesson and examples —

Complements

#k (Qilai): Upward Movement, Starting, and Impressions
Verb + #23k

#2 % can describe upward movement after an action verb. In these literal uses, the action results in
something rising, being lifted, or taking an upright position.

1= 2Nl == .
TR KGR .

Qing dajia zhan qilai.
Everyone, please stand up.

Full lesson and examples —
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Sentence structure and word order

i%...#B...: Saying Even in Chinese
i% + Subj. + # (+ 4 / %) + Verb

i%...#p... singles out a surprising case that makes the rest of a claim more striking. Put i% before the
focused person, thing, or event, and #}; before the predicate.

Yy > El /"-/‘- » —_— IJ—I A N

XA B RT, & =% /NEERE

Zhége wenti tai jiandan le, lian san sui xiaohai dou zhidao.

This question is so easy that even a three-year-old kid knows the answer.

Full lesson and examples —

% (Bei): Times as Much and Multiplicative Comparisons
Noun 1 + 42 + Noun 2 + [#}) + Number + %

% expresses a ratio between two quantities. In the J&... ... £ structure, the number states the total
size of the first quantity relative to the second.

fBUAE R 5% 2 PIAE R 4% o

Ta xianzai de gongzi shi lidng nian gian de si bei.
His current salary is four times what it was two years ago.

Full lesson and examples —
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— S WA and — & #A: Not at All in Chinese
Subj. + — 5 + 4 / & + 4 + Adj.

—E A4S and — 5 #R A deny even a minimal degree of a quality or feeling. Put the expression
before the description you want to negate.

HRA ] — ri LA A
Nage wenti yidianr yé bit nan.
That question isn't difficult at all.

Full lesson and examples —

AFE.. . 3F: Not Knowing What Would Be Best to Do
Subject + A 41iE + Embedded Question + (f +)

AHE. .. 1T expresses uncertainty about which action would be appropriate or best in a situation. It
is especially useful when the speaker faces a practical choice, feels awkward, or cannot decide how
to respond.

HEAAREE XIS

W6 zhende bit zhidao zénme ban cai hdo.
I really don't know what to do about this.

Full lesson and examples —
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i (Laishuo): For Someone, Generally, and Speaking
Broadly
X} + Person + Ky / —ME Kt

>k 1k appears in frames that establish how the following comment should be understood. %...3k k%
identifies a person or group whose perspective, circumstances, or interests are relevant. The
comment need not report their spoken opinion; it may describe what is easy, important, or suitable
for them.

XARVE, ARG -
Dui wo lai shuo, Zhongwén bit rénguyi.
For me, Chinese is not easy.

Full lesson and examples —
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—...5...: As Soon As and Immediate Reactions in Chinese

Subj. + — + Event 1, jft + Event 2

—...)k... links a triggering event with an action or result that follows promptly. Put — before the
trigger and i before what happens next.

ZI— KRR AV T

Ldoshi yi lai dajia jitt bit shuohua le.

As soon as the teacher came, everyone stopped talking.

Full lesson and examples —
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B and MEPE: Saying No Wonder in Chinese
Reason , X445 / ¢ + Observation

PR and HEPE express that an observation now makes sense in light of a reason. The speaker
often learns new information and recognizes how it explains something noticed earlier.

INRIER T, BEAMGSRICEF 2.
Xido Zhang qingjia le, guaibude jintian méiyou kandao ta.
Little Zhang asked for vacation time, no wonder | haven't seen him today.

Full lesson and examples —

—..HfA and —...#117%: Not Even One in Chinese
— + measure word + (noun) + #f / # + 4~ / 3% + predicate

A minimal quantity placed before #f or #5, can strengthen a negative statement to mean not even
one. Rather than simply denying that something happened, the speaker emphasizes a total absence
of items, words, people, or occasions within the relevant context.

i — ) TEERIL i -
Ta yiji hua dou méi shuo.
He didn't say a thing.

Full lesson and examples —
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#...8% (Yue...Yue): The More, the More or Less
Subject + # + predicate 1 + # + predicate 2; subject 1 + #%..., subject 2 + k...

#k... connects changes in two quantities, activities, or qualities. As the first increases or develops,
the second changes correspondingly.

N, » Y, :[: Y,
FRATTRAR A o
Women yué xidng yue shengqi.
The more we think about it, the angrier we get.

Full lesson and examples —

Aspect, time and completion

—J51f...55— 757 1f...: Presenting Two Sides in Chinese
—7J7 1 + Aspect A, (55)—J7 1 + Aspect B

—7J7 1 introduces one aspect of a situation, and %5—J51fj introduces another. The shorter repeated
—J5 1 is also common.

H Ok — 77 R, — 75 L REE Mo
Ziji zuofan yi fangmian jiankang, yi fangmian hai néng shéng didn gian.

On one hand, cooking for yourself is healthy; on the other hand, it can also help to save some
money.

Full lesson and examples —
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Comparisons

AL AL A,

B vs 2% Two Ways to Say Often in Chinese
Subject + %% / &% + Verb Phrase

s and 4% both describe events that occur frequently. In their ordinary adverbial use, they
appear after the subject and before the verb phrase, and many sentences allow either choice.

FH HUW BB
W6 changchang shoudao laji dudnxin.
| often receive spam texts.

Full lesson and examples —

A vs H] A\ : Other People and Colloquial Pronoun Uses
AF vs. JIA

HI A refers to people other than the relevant person or group. A% can share that general “other
people” meaning, often with a more conversational flavor. In such contexts, the sentence may
discuss what others think, say, or do.

EAETF ANKEAW .

WOo bu zaihu rénjia zénme shuo.
| don't care about what other people say.

Full lesson and examples —
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2 vs M : Distance From and Starting From in Chinese
B vs. )\

& measures separation relative to a reference point. It commonly introduces the place from which a
distance is assessed, or an event whose remaining time is being considered.

MTFAHAE, 23 a) & BRI
Cong xiage yue qi, gongsi hui yuelaiyué mang.
Starting from next month, the company will be busier and busier.

Full lesson and examples —

PLJG vs ByB{gE: After an Event or When It Happens
UG vs BB

PLJa places the main event after the situation named before it. It is useful for plans that begin once
another event is complete, or changes noticed after an arrival or transition.

T HLLUE S RATHIE

Xia feiji yihou g&i wé dd dianhua
Give me a call after you get off the plane.

Full lesson and examples —

HSK 3.0 Level 4 grammar Study online 36


https://laowaiapp.com/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/3.0/level-4/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/comparing-li-and-cong/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/comparing-li-and-cong/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/comparing-yihou-and-de-shihou/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/comparing-yihou-and-de-shihou/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l4_en_261112a1

Laowai

HSK 3.0 Level 4 grammar

7" versus jii: Late, Early, Only, and Already
Time + 4" / 3 + predicate; 4" + time / quantity

7" and i often reveal how an event compares with the speaker's expectations. With a time phrase
before the verb, 7" can suggest delay or a demanding prerequisite, while %f; can suggest an early or
quick result.

T AN A LB 2
W06 déng le liding ge xidoshi cai mdi dao piao.
| waited two hours before | could buy the ticket.

Full lesson and examples —

H versus X : Two Ways to Say Again in Chinese
¥} + intended repeat; X + recurring event

F commonly introduces a repeat that is being requested, planned, or considered, while X often
presents an event as recurring in the situation being reported. This explains the useful beginner
distinction between a future repeat and an already realized repeat.

FATT Rk,
Women xiaci zai lai ba.
We will come here again next time.

Full lesson and examples —
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PIG, 2R, and J53&: After, Then, and Later

Event + D) J5; action 1, #XJ5 + action 2; past situation, J53k + development

LA, 8 )5, and J5 3k all involve later time, but they organize sentences differently. D1 J5 can follow an
event or time to mean after it, or stand alone for the future. 4% 5 moves an account or plan to its next
step. J5 3k introduces a subsequent development in a past narrative, often after some earlier
situation has already been established.

HAEET—T, RE R
Women xian fixt yixia, ranhou shang xin ke.
Let's do some review first and then study a new lesson.

Full lesson and examples —
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