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HSK 3.0 Level 3 grammar

Explain what happened

Describe experiences, give reasons and make your meaning more precise. Work through
complements, connected sentences and constructions that share an English translation.

A\ — — y N7) <N

XA R UK —

Zhége cai youdidn xian, xia ci zuo dan yididn.

This dish is a bit salty; make it a little less salty next time.

Study this construction

How to use this guide

Read the example, cover the translation and say what the sentence means. Open the linked lesson
for the full explanation and additional examples. Where practice is available, the online guide links to
it.

Laowai's teaching crosswalk to the 2021 proficiency framework. Vocabulary links use the 2025 examination lists; the grammar
selections are study guides, not the official 2025 syllabus.

Topics in this selection

Adverbs and degree - 17 topics

Comparisons - 8 topics

Conjunctions and complex sentences - 4 topics
Aspect, time and completion - 1 topics

Noun phrases - 5 topics

Numbers, quantities and classifiers - 5 topics
Particles - 2 topics

Modality and auxiliary verbs - 1 topics

Verb phrases - 8 topics

Sentence structure and word order - 11 topics

Adjectives - 2 topics
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Prepositions and coverbs - 3 topics
Complements - 3 topics

Questions - 2 topics
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Adverbs and degree

Strong Adjective Intensifiers with 4t 1 (Si Le)
Adj. + 3T

After an adjective, L. | can express an extreme degree with an emotional, conversational tone.

Many familiar uses concern uncomfortable states such as hunger, heat, tiredness, or annoyance.

FHIE T
Wo e si le!
I'm starving!

Full lesson and examples —

Approximation and Similarity with 244 (Chabuduo)
Subj. + A%

7 4% expresses closeness rather than an exact match. It can serve as the predicate when two
things or a group are broadly alike.

I HEANZ

Zhe ji ge difang dou chabuduo.
These places are all pretty much the same.

Full lesson and examples —
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Continuous Actions and States with — & (Y1zhi)
Subj. + —H + Predicate

—H presents an action or state as continuing across a stretch of time. It precedes the predicate and
can describe an ongoing activity, a lasting preference, or a situation that has remained unchanged.

s L P :
T—HIEF A
W0 yizhi zai xuéxi Zhongwén.
I've been studying Chinese all along.

Full lesson and examples —

Always and Repeated Habits with 52 (Zongshi)
4 J% + Verb

& J& describes something that happens consistently or repeatedly. Place it after the subject and
before the action or predicate.

fib S IR 2]

Ta zongshi chidao.
He is always late.

Full lesson and examples —
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Just Happened in Chinese with K|l and Fi| i
Subj. + Hi| + Verb

Xi] and KX can present an event as having happened recently. They normally occur after the
subject and before the action phrase.

FAT TR J3E
Women gang zhidao.
We just found out.

Full lesson and examples —

Only in Chinese with } (Zhi)
H + Verb

M marks a restriction on what is true or available in a sentence. It normally comes before the verb,
including before a modal such as <= or ft.

A AT

W6 zhi you y1 geé gége.
I only have one older brother.

Full lesson and examples —

HSK 3.0 Level 3 grammar Study online 6


https://laowaiapp.com/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/3.0/level-3/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-just-with-gang/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-just-with-gang/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-only-with-zhi/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-only-with-zhi/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1

Laowai

HSK 3.0 Level 3 grammar

How and So in Chinese Exclamations with % (Duo)
Subj. + £ + Ad;.

% can introduce an emotional evaluation of a quality rather than ask for its degree. In this
exclamatory use, the speaker already recognizes the quality and reacts to it.

— AL !

Yigerén duo hdo!
It's so nice being alone!

Full lesson and examples —

Describing Nouns with Adjective + }} in Chinese
Adj. + #J + Noun

An adjective can modify a noun by coming before [ and then the noun. This places the description
before the thing described, unlike some English structures that add descriptions afterward.

Bzl

piaoliang de nithair
beautiful girl

Full lesson and examples —
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Describing How an Action Happens with #i (De)
Adj. + # + Verb

Hb links a preceding manner expression to the action that follows. A suitable adjective or descriptive
phrase comes before #ti, and the verb phrase comes after it.

VRELSS i~ 2]
Ni yao nili de xuéxi.
You must study hard.

Full lesson and examples —

Report that something happened again with X
Subject + X + verb phrase / ¥ + % / A~ + predicate

X often introduces a repetition that is already part of the situation being reported. A phone has run
out of power again, a shop has closed again, or someone has repeated an earlier mistake.

FRH TR T o
W06 de shouji you méi dian le.
My phone has run out of power again.

X comes before ¥ Hi, the repeated negative situation.

Full lesson and examples —
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How Long Since an Action with Duration + #...... T
Duration + ¥ + Verb + 1

To say how long an action has not happened, put the elapsed duration before 7% and the verb
phrase, then commonly add final . This measures a period without the event.

I 1L RILIZARPE T
Tamen yijing lidng tian méi chi dongxi le.
They haven't eaten anything for two days.

Full lesson and examples —

Finally After a Wait with Z&¢F* (Zhongyt)
Subject + T + Predicate (+ 1)

2%F presents an outcome as reached after a wait, effort, or a sequence of developments. It
normally comes before the relevant predicate and often after the subject.

RETE T !

Ni zhongytt dao le!

You've finally arrived!

Full lesson and examples —
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Not Until and Later Than Expected with 4" (Cai
Subj. + Time + 4 + Verb

7} can present an event as occurring later than expected or only once a particular time was reached.
Put the time expression before 7" and the action after it.

FWERWE B — A B R
W0 zuétian wanshang shiyi didn cai dao jia.
| didn't arrive at home until eleven o'clock last night.

Full lesson and examples —

Put actions in order with 4%...F-...
4 + first action / ¥ + next action

4% marks an action that comes first; H: introduces the action that follows. Put each word before its
verb phrase. Ff /e &R, T 53¢ gives the order “look at the menu, then order.” You do not need
to repeat the subject when the same people do both things.

Al S N
BAVCERE, FHrk.
Women xian kan caidan, zai didn cai.

Let us look at the menu first, then order.

The second step follows the first; f does not mean ordering again here.

Full lesson and examples —
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Always as a Complaint with %2 (Laoshi)
Subj. + # (&) + Verb

#+& describes something that keeps happening or remains persistently true. It commonly carries
dissatisfaction, especially when the speaker complains about a repeated behavior.

TR E AR IMPE?
Ni zéenme ldoshi jiaban?
Why are you always working late?

Full lesson and examples —

So, This and That Degree with X 4 and H-4
W24 [ X2 + Adj.

X4 and 34 before an adjective point to a particular or striking degree. English may translate them
as “this,” “that,” or “so,” depending on context.

fl i AR X A PR, ARAT I AN 2
Ta shuo de zhéme kuai, nimen ting de dong ma?

He speaks so fast. Can you guys understand?

Full lesson and examples —
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Rather and Relatively with Fk#{ (Bijiao)
Subj. + FL#E + Adj.

F# before an adjective can express a relative or moderate degree. English may use “rather,”
“fairly,” or “comparatively,” depending on context.

A\ > ATAN
XA B L ] B
Zhége wenti bijiao jiandan.
This question is quite easy.

Full lesson and examples —

Comparisons

Say two things are alike with —f#
A+ il + B+ —Ff + adjective / A + F1 + B + —F¢

—/#F says that two things are the same in the relevant respect. Name the compared items with A 0l
B, then put —#¥: before the adjective that specifies the shared quality.

X PR RSt

Zhe liang zhang piao yiyang gui.

These two tickets cost the same.

The subject already supplies the two items being compared.

Full lesson and examples —
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Say “not as...as” with % F... 30 4...
A+ %A + B+ IB4 + adjective / A + I + B + X4 + adjective

In a comparison, 3% £ can mean that A does not reach B’s degree of a quality. Put the reference
item B after &4, then FE4 or X4 and the adjective.

XA /NI REEIB AT
Zhe tido xidolu méiyou dalit name kuan.
This small road is not as wide as the main road.

K% supplies the reference width.

Full lesson and examples —

A in Chinese Comparisons: As...As and Reaching a Standard
A+ A +B+ (X4 / #4 +) Adjective + 15?2

In a degree comparison, £ asks whether one thing reaches the level associated with another. The
reference comes after 7, followed by the quality being compared.

fil AT g2

Ta you wo shuai ma?
Is he as handsome as me?

Full lesson and examples —

HSK 3.0 Level 3 grammar Study online

13


https://laowaiapp.com/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/3.0/level-3/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/meiyou-comparisons/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/meiyou-comparisons/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-comparable-degree-with-you/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-comparable-degree-with-you/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1

Laowai

HSK 3.0 Level 3 grammar

#R...kk: Starting a Chinese Comparison with Compared With
¥ + Noun 1 + kb (#23K) , Noun 2......

#R...kk introduces a reference point before the main comment. It is useful when you want to frame
an evaluation broadly rather than immediately state a single adjective after L.

IR EigEEL, BRI PIIRIG.
Gen Shanghdi bt, wo ldojia de wiyia hén di.
Compared to Shanghai, prices in my hometown are very low.

Full lesson and examples —

¥ and £ in kb Comparisons: Even More in Chinese
Noun 1 + k. + Noun 2 + ¥ / i + Adj.

H and i4 can strengthen the sense of a comparison when placed before the descriptive predicate. A
k. phrase establishes the reference, and the adverb presents the first item as exceeding it on the
relevant quality.

LA N ES .
Shanghdi bi Nitiyué rénkou geng duo.
Shanghai's population is even bigger than New York's.

Full lesson and examples —
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I vs NIl 4": Just Happened and Just Now in Chinese
Subject + K| + Predicate; Kj - + Subject + Predicate / Subject + N }* + Predicate

NIl emphasizes that an event is recent relative to the relevant situation. It is an adverb placed before
the predicate, and the period counted as recent can vary with context. Kj " instead names a short
time before now.

fl K 21

Ta gang dao.
He just arrived.

Full lesson and examples —

A 15 vs — 5. A Little, Slightly More, and Not at All
B E vs, — =

A 5 before an adjective describes a slight degree, often with an unwelcome or disappointing
implication. It is common when something is a little too salty, tiring, or uncomfortable for the speaker.
— y5 after an adjective instead often requests or compares a small change in degree.

/ﬁ\ﬁﬁﬁ){_ﬁ;/ N ©

Jintian wo youdidn lei.
| am a little tired today.

Full lesson and examples —
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bR vs 5 : Asking a Choice or Listing Possibilities
i vs. B

A4& connects alternatives when the speaker asks which one applies or should be chosen. The

alternatives themselves provide the possible answers, so the ordinary pattern does not add 14, %%

instead joins possibilities within a statement, where the speaker is presenting options rather than
directly requesting a selection between them.

— » N
PR E WAL T ?
Ni xthuan ta haishi wo?
Do you like him or me?

Full lesson and examples —

Conjunctions and complex sentences

Or in Chinese Statements with 5¢3% (Huozhé)

B¢ # connects alternatives that remain possible within a statement. It can link nouns, activities, or
longer phrases, provided the alternatives play comparable roles in the sentence.

FKIEINEEEE AR, AT
WO he kafei huozhé cha, dou xing.
| drink coffee or tea. Either is OK.

Full lesson and examples —
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Doing Something With Someone Using f§ (Gen)

¥R can introduce the person involved with the subject in an action. Put i} and that person before the
main verb phrase.

FRWER BRI A2 ke 1
W0 zuétian gen péngyou qu hditan le.
| went to the beach with friends yesterday.

Full lesson and examples —

But in Chinese: 7] & (Késhi) and {H-2 (Danshi)

T 4% and {H/2 introduce a contrast with what has just been said. Place either word before the clause
that adds the contrary information.

FEAh, AR AR

W0 xthuan ta, késhi ta bu xthuan wo.

| like him, but he doesn't like me.

Full lesson and examples —
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Then and In That Case with #f4 (Name) and ff (Na)

#f 4 can introduce a response based on circumstances already established. The following clause
may draw an inference, propose a next step, make a decision, or ask what should happen next.

AT, BRI E AT
Ta bu ting, na wo yinggai zénme ban?
He won't listen. So what should | do?

Full lesson and examples —

Aspect, time and completion

Put something before an event with ) #j
Event + DLFj / ¥ + time + DLRj

Put LLHij after an event or time to make a phrase meaning before that event or time. 1|7 LLHi
means before leaving home, while J& 71 DLHij means before Friday. The time phrase can introduce
the sentence or come after the subject, before the main action.

\) ERSOIN N, )
HWITLLRT, RESRAER -
Chiimén yigian, wo hui jiancha chuanghu.
Before leaving home, | check the windows.

Hi17] is the event that follows the checking.

Full lesson and examples —
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Noun phrases

Talking About the Past with L) #j (Yigian)

LLHi can establish an earlier period without specifying an exact date. Place it before the subject or
between the subject and predicate.

LR FAS 2 3 3
Yigian wo bt hui shuo Zhongweén.
Before, | could not speak Chinese.

Full lesson and examples —

Just Now in Chinese with |7} (Gangcai)
M4 + Verb

NI 4 refers to a recent period before the current moment or conversational reference point. It
functions as a time expression, so it can appear before the subject or after it.

PRRIA AT 41 2

Ni gangcai shuo shénme le?
What did you just say?

Full lesson and examples —

HSK 3.0 Level 3 grammar Study online

19


https://laowaiapp.com/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/3.0/level-3/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-before-in-general-with-yiqian/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-before-in-general-with-yiqian/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-just-now-with-gangcai/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-just-now-with-gangcai/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1

Laowai

HSK 3.0 Level 3 grammar

Later and In the Future with Il )5 (Yihou)
PLJ + Clause / Subj. + L)L) + Verb + Obj.

PLJ& can establish a later period without giving a precise date. Used on its own as a time expression,
it often means “in the future” or “from now on.” It can come before the subject or after it, while
remaining before the main predicate that describes the later situation.

LUR R = A8 3G 2

Yihou nimen hui xidng wo ma?
In the future, will you miss me?

Full lesson and examples —

i} (Shi): A Concise Way to Say When in Chinese
Event / Situation + I}, Subject + Predicate

i} turns the preceding event or situation into a time expression. It is a compact alternative to [},
common in written instructions, descriptions, and more formal speech.

I AN
Kdoshi shi buiyao shuohua.
Don't talk when you're taking a test.

Full lesson and examples —
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J5 % (Houlai): Describing What Happened Later

J5 & moves a past narrative forward to a later stage. First establish an earlier situation, then use
J& % to explain how things developed.

fi ek, JERXBEAR T
Ta shuo ta hui lai, houlai you shuo bi lai le.
He said he would come, but later he said that he's not coming.

Full lesson and examples —

Numbers, quantities and classifiers

Approximate Quantities with Adjacent Numbers in Chinese

Number + (Number + 1)

Two neighboring numbers can form a rough quantity without an explicit word meaning “or.” The
smaller number comes first, and the resulting pair precedes the relevant unit or classifier. This is a
practical way to give an estimate when precision is unnecessary or when the speaker does not know
the exact count.

yi liang tian
one or two days

Full lesson and examples —
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Large Chinese Numbers with /3 (Wan) and 12 (Y1)
Number + 5 / 12

Large Mandarin numbers organize around units that differ from everyday English grouping. 75
represents ten thousand, and 17 represents one hundred million. Thinking in groups of four digits
helps identify how many of each unit a number contains, instead of relying only on the three-digit
comma groups common in English notation.

—Hh
yibdi wan
1 million

Full lesson and examples —

Chinese Clock Times with 43+ % and %
Number 1 + 5 (#f) + Number 2 + 43

For a precise clock time, state the hour with ;5 and follow it with the minutes. 43 can mark those
minutes explicitly, though speech often leaves it out when the meaning is clear. For single-digit
minutes after the hour, & commonly signals the empty tens position so the time remains
unambiguous.

5
W ZF L
lidng didn ling jiti fen
2:09

Full lesson and examples —
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Half and One and a Half with 2% (Ban)
22 + Measure Word + Noun / Number + Measure Word + 2. + Noun

22 means half, but its position depends on what quantity is being expressed. For half of a counted
unit, it commonly comes before the classifier and noun.

AN /NS
ban ge xidosht
half an hour

Full lesson and examples —

Only a Small Amount with 4" (Cai) in Chinese
7" + Number + Measure Word + Noun

7" can evaluate an amount as small or below an expectation. It may stand directly before a number
phrase expressing an age, price, count, or similar quantity.

N | SN LLy
RA 152
N1 cai ershi sui?
You're only twenty?

Full lesson and examples —
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Particles

Change of State with Sentence-Final 1 (Le)

Sentence-final 7~ can announce that the situation is now different from what it was or what the
listener expected. With a descriptive predicate, it often presents a newly reached state rather than
merely saying that a quality exists.

ok T o
W6 é le.
I'm hungry.

Full lesson and examples —

H)+ 45. #Hi: Three Ways to Write De in Chinese
Modifier + f¢] + Noun / Verb or Adjective + 5 + Complement / Manner phrase + # + Verb

The neutral-sounding syllable de has three common written forms with different grammatical jobs. ]
links a modifier to a following noun, including possessors and descriptions. #fi connects a manner
expression to a following action. 5 introduces a complement after a verb or adjective, supplying
further information about its degree, manner, or result.

/N2 P
Xido Li de fangzi
Xiao Li's house

Full lesson and examples —
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Modality and auxiliary verbs

Saying Should with )7 % (Yinggai) in Chinese
M.i% | % + Verb

W i% before a verb phrase presents an action as advisable, appropriate, or expected. It can express
a recommendation, a responsibility, or the speaker's judgment about what ought to happen.

TEE, AR
Zai Zhongguo, ni yinggai hé baijiul.
In China, you should drink baijiu.

Full lesson and examples —

Verb phrases

Hard to Do and Unpleasant Qualities with ¥ (Nan)
M + Verb

#E before an action verb can describe how difficult something is to do. The thing being evaluated
commonly appears as the sentence's subject, while the following verb identifies the challenging
activity.

XA TR o

Zheé ju hua hén nan dong.
This sentence is hard to understand.

Full lesson and examples —
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Expressing How Long with Verb + | + Duration
Verb + 7 + Duration

A duration tells how long an activity lasts, rather than when it happens. One common Mandarin
arrangement puts | after the verb and the duration after 7.

fb T —4EH 3.

Ta xué le y1 nian Zhongwén.
He studied Chinese for a year.

Full lesson and examples —

Never in Chinese with M kA and M7
W3 + R [ B + Verb

MK extends a negative statement across the relevant period of experience or habitual behavior.

With 45, it commonly says that somebody never does something as a practice or principle.
Tt M SR AN ES

Ta conglai bu hejii.

She never drinks.

Full lesson and examples —
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There Is No Way with % JpyE: (Méi Banfa)
W Jpik + Verb

% IpiE: expresses that no workable way is available in the circumstances. It can stand as a response
by itself, or precede a verb phrase identifying the action that cannot be carried out.

SRRIT, HARIMNE R ERZIR.
Jintian tai mang le, zhongwi méi banfd chuqu chifan.
It's too busy today. There's no way to go out for lunch.

Full lesson and examples —

Intensifying Feelings and Mental Verbs with 18 (Hén)
1R + Verb

1R can modify certain predicates involving feelings, attitudes, or mental states, not only adjectives.
With a suitable verb, it increases the degree of affection, concern, desire, or understanding being
described.

FAREER o

W0 hén xidng ni.
| really miss you.

Full lesson and examples —

HSK 3.0 Level 3 grammar Study online 27


https://laowaiapp.com/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/3.0/level-3/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/inability-with-mei-banfa/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/inability-with-mei-banfa/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/special-verbs-with-hen/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/special-verbs-with-hen/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g30l3_en_261112a1

Laowai

HSK 3.0 Level 3 grammar

Fite % (Kangilai): Saying Something Looks or Seems
Subject + Hit H + Description; Subject + FHiLk + /& + Noun Phrase

F 2k reports an impression based on appearance. Follow it with a description to say how a person
or thing looks, rather than stating the description as an established fact.

HARR ERRUFIZ

Dangao kangilai hén hdochi.
The cake looks really tasty.

Full lesson and examples —
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ik, 1Y, %, and fifi: Chinese Causative Verb Patterns
Subj. + ik / W /i / {# + Person + Predicate

A causative sentence connects one participant with an action or state involving another. Put the
causative verb after the first subject, then name the affected person and describe what that person
does or experiences.

N, ‘EE
FIFIRAE T
W6 qing Xido Lin zuo xia.
| invite Xiaolin to sit down.

Full lesson and examples —
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221t (Jingguo): Passing Through and Going Through a
Process
%) + Event / Time , ......

As a movement verb, £ means passing through or passing by a place. The place follows the
verb, and the sentence can describe a route taken once or regularly.

TR PP AL X .
W6 méi tian shangban dou jingguo zhéli.
| pass by this place every day on the way to work.

Full lesson and examples —

Sentence structure and word order

Chinese Location Phrases with . F. T and B
Tt + Place + /T /B /554

¥& introduces a location, but an ordinary object noun often needs a position word to specify the
relationship. I, T, B, and other locality expressions follow the reference noun to say whether

something is on, under, inside, or beside it. The complete location phrase can then state where a

subject is or an action happens.

fEri

zai Zhonggué
in China

Full lesson and examples —
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Say what happens to an object with
subject + # + object / verb + result or destination

A # sentence brings the affected object before the verb and focuses on what happens to it.
Compare the ideas “put the key” and “put the key into the bag”: the destination completes the
second thought. FJ4H Lk gk 5 T tells you where the key ended up. i1 is especially useful for
clear instructions about specific things that both people can identify.

FACPHRLBGH R T .

W0 bd yaoshi fang jin bao i le.
| put the key into the bag.
WAL B gives the key a destination.

Full lesson and examples —

#% (Bei) Sentences: Chinese Passive Voice and Affected
Subjects
Affected Subject + # + (Doer +) Verb Phrase

#% sentences organize an event around the participant affected by an action. That participant comes
first, followed by #, an optional doer, and the action describing what happened.

FHLNE T M

Nanhai chi le regou.
The boy ate the hot dog.

Full lesson and examples —
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Existential Sentences with 3 and &:: Describing What Is
Somewhere
Place + Verb + # + [Noun Phrase]

A place-first sentence can introduce what exists in a scene. In the pattern with %, the verb describes
an enduring posture or arrangement, such as standing, sitting, lying, or being placed somewhere.

KT EHCE A,

Zhuozi shang fang zhe yi bén shu.

There is a book lying on the table.

Full lesson and examples —
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AH...50L...: Doing Whatever You Want in Chinese
#H + Verb + 3 + Verb

AH...5t... connects wanting to do something with going ahead and doing it. The first part states the
desire, and the second presents the corresponding action.

AERZHIZ o
Xidng chi jit chi.
If you want to eat, help yourself.

Full lesson and examples —

Describe a growing change with #i #%
Subject + #i 3k + adjective / Subject + ik B + mental-state verb

BB presents a continuing trend: a town gets warmer, the number of cafés grows, or someone
enjoys cooking more and more. Put it before the adjective or suitable state verb that describes the
developing change.

R0 R /NIRRT T
Haibian de xidochéng yue lai yue nudnhuo le.
The small coastal town is getting warmer and warmer.

The sentence presents a developing change in temperature.

Full lesson and examples —
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17 (Weile): Explaining Purpose and Intended Benefit
4T + Purpose, Subject + Action; Subject + 4 + Purpose + Action

47 introduces the goal or intended benefit that motivates an action. The purpose may be a noun
phrase, such as a person’s future, or an activity the subject hopes to accomplish.

N T8, A 2 H IR R
Weile gian, ta shénme dou yuanyi zuo.
He's willing to do anything for money.

Full lesson and examples —

k% T ...LLAb: Except, Besides, and In Addition in Chinese
BT v (+ BIAN) . Subj. + %5/ 4/ i ...

%1 sets one item or group apart before the sentence explains how it relates to the rest. With #E, it
often introduces an exception: the remaining members share a property that the named item does
not. LL#p can close the opening phrase, although it is frequently omitted when the structure is clear.

ST, TR

Chiile ta, women dou qu guo.

Except for him, we've all been there.

Full lesson and examples —
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Make a conditional plan with #[15&...5f...
I3 + condition / subject + jf + action

114 introduces a condition, and i connects that condition to a consequence.
MBEHRATH, FAItEECF means “If it does not rain tomorrow, we will go for a walk.” The
sentence does not claim the weather is settled. It says what follows under the stated condition,
which makes it useful for flexible plans and practical advice.

MRHARAS T, FATREES
Ruguo mingtian bil xia yii, wémen jit qit sanbil.
If it does not rain tomorrow, we will go for a walk.

The walk depends on the weather condition.

Full lesson and examples —

... 7% Forming If Conditions in Chinese
k... (E) . OBR) ...

3 introduces a condition on which another statement depends. HJi#% can close the condition,
making the boundary especially clear before the result or response. The main clause may describe a
consequence, give advice, make a request, or ask what someone would do.

WARBIR TR, BATHAE T,

Riigué mingtian xiayi dehua, women jiu b qit le.
If it rains tomorrow, we won't go.

Full lesson and examples —
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AMH...)M H...: Not Only...But Also in Chinese

AMH...11 H.... adds a second point that strengthens or extends the first. The points can describe
qualities, actions, or whole situations.

= = i M
JX/I\;EEZ:1ER ) ﬁﬁEXﬁ*o

Zhége dongxi budan gui, érqieé nan mdi.

This thing is not only expensive, but also hard to buy.

Full lesson and examples —

Adjectives

Extremely with Adjective + #¢ 7 (Ji Le)
Adj. + R 1

#% 1 follows an adjective to emphasize an extreme degree. It can intensify favorable or unfavorable
qualities, including enjoyment, nervousness, and other strong evaluations.

XA EBIFH T
Zhége zhityi hdo jile.
This idea is perfect.

Full lesson and examples —
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Adjective Reduplication in Chinese: AA and AABB
A A + Y (+ Noun)

Some Chinese adjectives can repeat to make a description vivid or expressive. Single-syllable
adjectives often follow an AA pattern, commonly with ] in a descriptive phrase.

TRHI LT HY o

Ni de lidn héng héng de.
Your face is red.

Full lesson and examples —

Prepositions and coverbs

F>F (Guanyu): About, Regarding, and Topic Phrases

T introduces the subject matter of a discussion, question, or statement. At the beginning of a
sentence, a &F phrase establishes what the following comment concerns.

RKTFHEEE, BIBERAZ .

Guanyu Zhongguo lishi, wo zhidao de bt duo.
As for Chinese history, | don't know a lot.

Full lesson and examples —
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H.3...7": Not Until and Continuing Up to a Time
H3%| + Time / Event , Subj. + 4 ......

H. %] emphasizes a boundary reached after a stretch of time. With 7" in an affirmative main clause, it
highlights that an event happened only at that point, often later than expected.

HE TR, AR
Zhidao shi'er dian ban, wo cdi zuoé wan zuoye.
It wasn't until 12:30 that | finished my homework.

Full lesson and examples —

In] (Xiang): Toward Someone, Asking, and Learning From
[n] + Direction / Person + Verb

] identifies the direction or target of an action. With movement and looking verbs, the target may be
a physical direction or place.

[ 2R AE o

Xiang dong zou.
Walk to the east.

Full lesson and examples —
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Complements

Chinese Direction Complements: 3§, 2, and Compound
Directions
Verb + 3¢ / 2%; Verb + Directional Element + 3§ / 2%

Direction complements explain where an action moves in relation to an understood viewpoint. 3
presents movement toward that reference point, while 2 presents movement away from it. The
reference point often belongs to the speaker, but the context can establish another location.

WA L, IR R,
WO zai loushang, ni shanglai.
I'm on the upper floor. Come up to me.

Full lesson and examples —

Express a possible result with 15 and A~

Verb + 15 + result / direction / Verb + 4~ + result / direction

A potential complement connects an action with an achievable result or direction. Insert 15 between
the verb and the complement for the positive form, or 4~ for the negative. 45 5¢ says that finishing

the reading is possible; A~k says that putting something inside is not possible.
Y Vorarn ) )

ENFTF RN, BAHE T

Zhe ge xiangzi tai da, fang bu jin guizi.

This box is too big to fit into the cupboard.

i# names the direction that the action cannot achieve.

Full lesson and examples —
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2% (Xiaqu): Continuing an Action in Chinese
Subj. + Verb + T2

2 after a verb can extend an activity forward in time. It presents the action as continuing beyond
its current stage, rather than necessarily moving downward physically.

i T2
Shuo xiaqt.
Keep talking.

Full lesson and examples —

Questions

Question Words + #E: Everyone, Everywhere, and Whenever
Question Word + #f} + Predicate

Question words followed by #J can range across all possible members of a relevant set. i #f
includes every person, while I JL#} includes every relevant place. The same principle extends to
times, amounts, and ways of doing something.

\JA) — A

HEH KR

Shéi dou xthuan méishdi.
Everyone likes delicious food.

Full lesson and examples —
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Question Words Meaning Some: Somewhere, Someone, and
Something
Clause containing B JL / ik / 114 / 11+ 4B as an unspecified reference

Chinese question words sometimes refer to an unspecified item rather than asking the listener to
identify it. Bf JL. can mean somewhere when recalling a place that cannot be named, and i can refer
to an unspecified person. The speaker may remember an experience without recalling its source, or
may leave a choice open for someone else to make.

XA NBAERRI LI -

Zhége rén wo zai ndr jian guo.
I've met this person somewhere before.

Full lesson and examples —
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