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HSK 2.0 Level 5 grammar

Control emphasis and tone

Make a contrast, express a concession and organise a longer explanation. Notice how the

construction changes what the listener expects next.

P YRR VI N,
XIESR T H Lo
Zhe dao cai xian le didnr.
This dish is a little too salty.

Study this construction

How to use this guide

Read the example, cover the translation and say what the sentence means. Open the linked lesson
for the full explanation and additional examples. Where practice is available, the online guide links to

it.

The HSK 2.0 level labels retained with the reference lessons.

Topics in this selection

Adverbs and degree - 21 topics

Conjunctions and complex sentences - 13 topics
Noun phrases - 5 topics

Prepositions and coverbs - 10 topics

Verb phrases - 7 topics

Sentence structure and word order - 18 topics
Comparisons - 14 topics

Complements - 10 topics

Adjectives - 2 topics

Particles - 3 topics

Questions - 1 topics

Modality and auxiliary verbs - 1 topics
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Aspect, time and completion - 1 topics
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Adverbs and degree

Each Other in Chinese with G4 (Huxiang)
‘HAH + Verb Phrase

‘HAH before a verb phrase shows that participants direct an action toward one another. The subject
therefore identifies, or context supplies, at least two relevant participants.

HAHE BY

huxiang bangzhu
Help each other

Full lesson and examples —

#F Beyond All: Even, Already, and Emphatic Complaints
Subj. + #§ + Predicate

#% does more than distribute a statement across a group. It can highlight a striking extent or
outcome, giving an “even” interpretation without naming every member of a set.

FARRBILIY , A HHRFHERAER Wit .

W0 hén xidng Mama, you shihou wo dou néng kanjian ta.
| really miss Mom. Sometimes | can even see her.

Full lesson and examples —
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b for Surprise and Sarcasm: Emphatic Chinese Patterns
Subj. + i& + Predicate + g

14 can present a situation as surprising or at odds with what the speaker expects. In these uses, it
may emphasize a remarkable fact rather than simply mean still or also. ¢ often adds force at the
end.

XA /INZIEHEEH] |
Zhége xidohai hai zhen congming!
This kid is brilliant!

Full lesson and examples —

&, with Modals: Eventually, In Any Case, and Necessary
Action

Mo+ (£ /18 ) %/ fE) + Verb Phrase

& can express a firm expectation that remains valid despite uncertainty about timing or
circumstances. With £, it often suggests that something will happen eventually; with fg, it can
express confidence that a way or opportunity will be found.

XEEMAK, ek,
Zheli shi ta jia, ta zong hui huilai de.
This is his home. He will come back eventually.

Full lesson and examples —
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Ee 3% (Bijing): After All and Reasons That Still Matter

(Subject +) ¥ % + Relevant Fact / Reason

e introduces a fact or reason the speaker considers important to the judgment being made. It
often asks the listener to take a circumstance seriously when evaluating someone’s behavior or
deciding what is reasonable.

==L BN = Ry
BT, R
Bié ma ta le, ta bijing shi haizi.

Stop yelling at him. He's only a kid, after all.

Full lesson and examples —

HAS...5t...: If You Do Not Act Now in Chinese
F:% S

HAS... 5k .. warns that delaying an action further will bring a consequence. The first clause names
what needs to happen soon, with F A~ describing continued failure to do it.

TREEAE, FEMIRE T .
Ni zai bit zou, wo jitl jiao bdoan le.
If you don't leave now, I'm going to call security.

Full lesson and examples —
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7 5 7% (Chadian Méi): Almost Not and Ambiguous Near
Misses
Subj. + Z A% + Verb

7= 15 means an event came close to occurring. When the following phrase is negative, the literal
reading is that the nonoccurrence nearly happened, so the action actually succeeded.

Pz SULE AR
W6 chadidnr méi xidng qilai.
| almost couldn't recall it.

Full lesson and examples —

Jz IE (Fanzheng): Anyway, Regardless, and a Settled Reason
JIE

JZ1F. presents a conclusion that remains the same despite other possibilities or objections. A
preceding clause may describe the alternatives, often with 434, and the Jz iF clause states the
position that does not change.

AEMEAE, RIEFREE.

Biigudn ta qu bu qii, fanzhéng wo yao qul.
Regardless of whether he's going or not, I'm going anyway.

Full lesson and examples —
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R & (Jinliang): As Much as Possible and Trying Your Best
R & + Verb Phrase / Description

R & says to pursue an action or quality as fully as circumstances allow. It can express a promise to
try, a request for effort, or a practical limit on what can be achieved.

HaREBIMEF IR .
W6 hui jinliang xidng banfd bang ni de.
I will try my best to figure out something to help you.

Full lesson and examples —

A% 5 and 1F % 5y Achieving Something with Difficulty
Subject + IFAEKS | IR 5 + (F +) Result

A2 5 emphasizes the difficulty involved in reaching a result. Before a predicate, it presents
success as something achieved only after effort, delay, or repeated attempts. 4 often reinforces that
the result did not come easily.

M 25 5 A AL ST o

Ta hdo rénguyi cdi jidanféi chénggong.
She had a hard time losing weight and succeeded.

Full lesson and examples —
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R (Jinguan): Feel Free to Ask, Speak, or Help Yourself
R4 + Verb

R4 before a verb can reassure someone that they are welcome to carry out the action. It is

common when inviting questions, offering help, or encouraging guests to take what they want.

REATERE V.
Dajia you hua jingudn shuo.
Feel free to speak up if you have anything to say.

Full lesson and examples —

T+ }fi (Gancui): Just Do It or Choose the Direct Option
Subj. + Ffifi + Verb Phrase

Fife introduces a straightforward decision that cuts through hesitation or inconvenience. A
preceding situation often explains why the speaker prefers to stop considering complicated
alternatives.

KB 2ERA, Tz,
Jiali shénme dou méiyou, gancui chiuiqu chi ba.
There is nothing in the house, let's just go out to eat.

Full lesson and examples —
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A4 and FH.7%: Never Again and No More Since Then
Subj. + F-, + A + Verb Phrase + T

F. 4 emphatically rules out an action happening again. It often expresses a firm decision after an
experience, but it can also describe an expectation or inability.

HHWABERRT !
W6 zai yé bu xiang kandao ni le!
| never want to see you again!

Full lesson and examples —

i 2t (Céngjing): Once, Former Experience, and Past States
Subject + 4% + Predicate (+ 1)

H12¢ places a situation in an earlier period of experience. It often recalls something that once
happened or used to be true, sometimes with an implied contrast to the present.

A1 L—i L,

Women céngjing yiqi qu guo.
We once went there together.

Full lesson and examples —
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H-= (Zaisan): Repeatedly and Time After Time
=+ Verb

= emphasizes repeated attention to an action. It is especially common with verbs of thinking,
requesting, warning, or stressing a point.

22 =R X O A MR B2
Ldoshi zaisan qiangdiao zhe ci kdoshi dui women hén zhongyao.
The teacher has stressed over and over that this exam is really important for us.

Full lesson and examples —

fal B (Jianzhi): Simply, Absolutely, and Emphatic
Comparisons

T & intensifies a judgment the speaker finds striking. It can strengthen a descriptive predicate, an
identity statement, or a claim about not understanding or not knowing something.

S ezaxy =] ~l

iX LA B KA !
Zheli jianzht shi tiantang!
This place is simply heaven.

Full lesson and examples —
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I (Bai) Before Verbs: In Vain, Wasted Effort, and For Free
H + Verb

I before a verb can say that an action failed to produce its intended benefit. The effort, money, or
time was spent, but the expected result did not follow.

Hie T —HPRE, RXHFRIRARESE
Bai hua le yibdi kuai qian, zhé jian yifu bu néng chuan.
| just wasted a hundred kuai. | can't even wear these clothes.

Full lesson and examples —

Jliif#E (Shunbian): While You Are at It and Doing an Extra
Task
Subj. + Verb Phrase 1, Jliifi + Verb Phrase 2

Jliif# introduces an additional action that fits conveniently with something already being done. The
first activity creates the opportunity; the Jliifi# phrase names the extra task.

DR ST B ) s M 58 65 ek AR M o

Ni qu mdi zdofan de shthou shunbian bang wo dai béi kafei ba.
When you go out to get breakfast can you also bring me a cup of coffee?

Full lesson and examples —
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Verb + 1 X + Verb: Doing Something Again and Again
Subj. + Verb + T + X + Verb

Repeating a short verb in the pattern Verb + 7 + X + Verb emphasizes recurrence. It often
describes looking, thinking, asking, trying, or searching repeatedly.

A\ N, » B 2448 N, N »
RENANEKE T NE, b wBRA NI,
Zhége rén wo kan le you kan, haishi juéde wo bu rénshi ta.

| looked at him again and again, but | still think | don't know him.

Full lesson and examples —

#:1R% (Cha Hén Duo): Very Different Rather Than Roughly
the Same
Subj. + R %

#1R % describes a large difference between the things being compared. It serves as a predicate,
either after a plural subject or after a phrase connecting two items with F1 or J§.

HPET I SCIEEAR %

Zhong xifang de wénhua cha hén duo.
Chinese culture and western culture are quite different.

Full lesson and examples —
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¥54bh (Géwai): Express Especially or Unusually
Subject + #%4p + adjective / stative predicate

#%4h marks a degree that stands out from what is usual or expected in the context. It can describe a
particularly busy day, an unusually comfortable morning, or an especially satisfying night's sleep.

TR TR L RAS AT K-
Xia guo yui de zdochén géwai shiifu.
It's especially comfortable on mornings after a rain.

Full lesson and examples —

Conjunctions and complex sentences

Making Suggestions with 24~ (Yaobu): How About
Reason / Situation, %4 + Suggestion + ¥

A can introduce a conversational suggestion that seeks the listener's acceptance. The reason or
situation may be explained first, followed by 4~ and the proposed action.

REERRT . BEAMRE—SILE,

Dajia dou youdidn lei le, yaobu xiiixi ythuir ba.
Everyone is a little tired. Let's rest for a while.

Full lesson and examples —
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S (Fan'ér): Express the Opposite of Expectations
Context, subject + J]fij + unexpected opposite result

JZ1f1 highlights a result that runs against the expected direction. An attempted improvement may
worsen the situation, or a setback may prompt greater effort.

Chi le zhege yao, bing fan'ér geng yanzhong le.

After taking the medicine, the iliness actually got even worse.

Full lesson and examples —
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Z ... 52 A Ay: State the Result Before the Reason
Subject + Z L) + result, ZF K/ &R T / 48 + explanation

2Z L) frames a fact or result as something whose explanation is about to be given. The sentence
establishes what happened or what someone does, then turns to the reason.

2 Fr LARX A2 52 0 T 22 RO KA

Ta zhi suoyi wen zhéme duo shi wéile duo guanxin nimen.
The reason she asks so many questions is in order to she cares about you guys.

Full lesson and examples —

— H...5t (Yidan...Jiu): Once a Condition Is Met
— H. + triggering condition, subject + j + consequence

— H introduces a condition as a turning point: once it occurs, a consequence follows. The event can
be welcome, unwelcome, or simply important for what happens next.

—HRAEREN, fRENTT

Yidan fasheng shigui, ni yao fuizé!
In case of an accident, you're responsible!

Full lesson and examples —
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Wi2... 4 (Jiushi...Yé): A Conversational Even If

i + hypothetical condition, subject + 4 + unchanged result

Bt can introduce a hypothetical concession in conversational Chinese. The speaker accepts a
possibility for the sake of the argument, then maintains a decision or result anyway.

2Ty, E[ o A > N, “—»

PAEX G HBTE BT, Btk

Jitshi zhe tai dianndo jiagé shang wan, wo yé hui mdi.

Even if this computer's price is over 10,000 yuan, I'm still going to buy it.

Full lesson and examples —

WALt (Jitsuan...Yé): Even If or Even Assuming
M + hypothetical condition, subject + #, + unchanged result

B grants a possibility for the sake of discussion and then shows that the conclusion still stands.
The speaker may sound unconvinced, defiant, reassuring, or simply practical, depending on the
context.

WUAAR AT, P B .

Jitisuan ni bu xidng ting, wo yé yao shuo.
Even if you don't want to listen, | still need to say it.

Full lesson and examples —
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WETE... 8 (Napa...Yé): Even If, However Extreme

WFTH + concession, subject + 44, + unchanged result

BFA introduces a concession that the speaker treats as unable to change the main point. It often
highlights an extreme obstacle or a minimal possibility, giving the sentence an emphatic tone.

WRtA AN, PRt S FIIE
Ndpa ta bt shuo, wo yé hui zhidao.
Even if he doesn't say, I'll still find out.

Full lesson and examples —

f&an... 5t (Jiard...Jin): Imagine If in Chinese
fin + imagined condition, subject + it + consequence

{1 invites the listener to consider an imagined condition and what would follow from it. It can
introduce a realistic possibility or a situation contrary to current facts.

AR RS — FUL, IREREE IR AER 1.

Jiaru ni de chéngji zai hdo yididnr, ni jitt néng shénqing Béi Da le.
If your grades come up a little more, then you can apply to Beijing University.

Full lesson and examples —

HSK 2.0 Level 5 grammar Study online 18


https://laowaiapp.com/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l5_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/2.0/level-5/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l5_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-even-if-with-napa/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l5_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-even-if-with-napa/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l5_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-if-then-with-jiaru/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l5_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/expressing-if-then-with-jiaru/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l5_en_261112a1

Laowai

HSK 2.0 Level 5 grammar

Ji— (Wany1): What If or In Case

Ji— + possible event, response; Jj— + event + /EAp / Wg?

J3— raises a contingency the speaker wants to allow for, often something unlikely or undesirable.

The point is preparedness or concern rather than a numerical estimate of probability.
g =)

J—FABEAN ] W ?

Wanyi wo fimil bit téngyi ne?

What if my parents disapprove?

Full lesson and examples —

Topic + B3 (De Hua): As For or When It Comes To
Topic + {3, comment

3% can establish what a following comment is about. After a place, time, issue, or other topic, it
narrows the discussion in a way similar to as for or when it comes to.

AERHITE . AR E RS

Béijing dehua, qiutian qu zui hdo.
As for Beijing, autumn is the best time to go.

Full lesson and examples —
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B35 ... 555 (Huozhé...Huozhé): Offer Two Alternatives
B + option A, #{# + option B

Repeating # before each alternative gives the listener two possible choices or explanations. The
alternatives commonly describe actions, but they can also identify different people, roles, or
answers.

HAE—YERE, BEIRCEE Iz .
Zhiyou yikuai dangao, huozhé ni chi huozhé wo chi.
There's only one piece of cake. Either you eat it, or | eat it.

Full lesson and examples —

H).. 54 / i%...: Let Alone in Chinese
A + stronger case, HifE / i + lesser case + 1, / #f + predicate

% can introduce a case that the speaker sets aside before presenting an even more basic or
revealing one. In this pattern, the second case establishes that the conclusion holds even under
easier, smaller, or more obvious circumstances.

M —H . WU R ALK

Bié shuo yibdi, jiushi yikuai qian wo yé bu géi ni.
Don't think about one hundred, | won't even give you one kuai.

Full lesson and examples —
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H AR (Géng Buyong Shuo): Let Alone or Not to Mention
Established case, ¥ A + further case (+ 7))

B 135 extends a conclusion to another case that follows even more readily. The first clause
supplies evidence: if the statement holds there, it applies all the more to the case after 5 4~ F .

BEHARAREX AT, BEAH YA T

Lian wo dou bt zhidao zhége géshou, geng buyong shuo ta le.
| don't even know the singer, let alone him.

Full lesson and examples —

Noun phrases

DL (Yilai): Ever Since and Periods Leading Up to Now
Time / Event + DJ3E , ...

LIk marks a stretch of time beginning at a past point and continuing to the present or another
established reference time. Place it after the starting date or event, then explain what has happened
across that period.

SENALUR, ZER—HKTEW.
Jinnian Bayue yilai, zheli yizhi méi xia guo yul.
It hasn't rained since August of this year.

Full lesson and examples —
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24 p (Dangzhong): Among a Group and During a Process
(£ +) Group / Process + 24

24 b locates something within a group, situation, or process. After a group phrase, it can introduce
members being singled out or define the set within which a comparison is made.

VR FIT A ITA4 H E BEB H — A

Ni shi wo sudyou péngyou dangzhong zui congming de yi ge.
Of all of my friends, you are the smartest one.

Full lesson and examples —

1%t (Bici): Each Other and Mutual Relationships
111 + Predicate; Verb + # 11t %1kt + #4 + Noun

1§ . expresses a relationship shared reciprocally by the relevant participants. It often corresponds to
each other, but can also emphasize that both sides share a situation or responsibility.

FATVAI TR, BUEARAR T

Women zhi jian guo yi ci, bict bu shi hen lidojié.
We've only met once. We don't know each other well.

Full lesson and examples —
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2 . HYBHEE: Framing When Something Happens in Chinese
24 + Event / Situation + (#Hf{g / i), Main Clause

>4 introduces the occasion or situation in which the main event takes place. The time clause can
describe an ongoing state, a particular event, or a recurring trigger. FJH{z often closes it, while F}
provides a shorter alternative.

HEA BT ERRR, REMIRFREINE T .

Dang wo you zixingché de shihou, dajia dou kaishi qi diandongché le.
When | got a bike, everyone started riding electric ones.

Full lesson and examples —

iX/~ After a Person or Name: Labels and Emphatic Topics

Person / Thing + iX{~ + Label / Category, Comment

After a person or thing, X" can introduce a label that makes the speaker’s characterization explicit.

With a person, the label may convey affection, irritation, or criticism depending on its content and
tone.

TRXAIRE, Wil — 5 g5,

Ni zhege huaidan, jiu méi zuo guo yi jian hdoshi.
You're such a bad person! You haven't done a single good thing.

Full lesson and examples —
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Prepositions and coverbs

1 (Wei): Acting for Someone or Expressing Concern
Subject + 4 + Person / Group / Cause + Predicate

4 identifies the person, group, or cause toward which an action or feeling is directed. It appears in
expressions about working on someone’s behalf, preparing something for them, supporting them, or
worrying about them.

FATH AR R4

Women dou weéi ni gaoxing.
We are all happy for you.

Full lesson and examples —

Vi E, LIF, LLA, and LL4p: Setting Chinese Limits
Amount / Level + DL F / LR / LN / LLAB

L1k and PI'F follow an amount or level to establish a lower or upper bound. DL} describes a range
within a limit, while L4} refers beyond it. The phrase can modify a noun with ] or form part of a
predicate.

5 U T AR

Shi sui yixia de haizi buyong mdi pido.
Children under the age of 10 do not need to buy tickets.

Full lesson and examples —
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H M (Zicong): Ever Since a Starting Event in Chinese
H M + Past Starting Point + (PL3#), Main Clause

H M identifies a past starting point and frames what has happened from that point onward. The
starting point can be a date or an event clause.

HMREE, FBORBRERZA T .
Zicong lai dao Hiinan, wo yuelaiyue néng chi la le.
Ever since arriving in Hunan I've been more and more able to eat spicy food.

Full lesson and examples —

%f...1M &= (Dui...Eryan): From Someone’s Point of View
%} + Person / Group + M5 , ......

%t...M 5 identifies the person or group for whom a judgment is relevant. It may concern importance,
difficulty, acceptability, or the way someone evaluates a situation.

RAF Y AR 3 5 AR 2

Zhéyang de gongzuo dui wo ér yan hén zhongyao.
This kind of job, for me, is very important.

Full lesson and examples —
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TEWN (Zai Nei): Including Items Within a Total or Group
(FLHE).oee TEPT 5 oo

¥£ N makes inclusion within a group, calculation, or scope explicit. It often appears with f13F, placing
the included item between the verb and ¥E 4.

XL AN TEN o
Zhexie feiyong bu baokuo zai nei.
These fees are not included.

Full lesson and examples —

£ (Ping): On the Basis Of, By Virtue Of, and Evidence

......

4% introduces the basis that enables an action or supports a claim. It can name a concrete
credential, such as an identification document, or an abstract resource, such as experience, effort,
or intuition.

TR, AME AT PR KR

Ping huzhao, waigué rén kéyi mdi hudche piao.
Using a passport, foreigners can buy train tickets.

Full lesson and examples —
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Passive %47 (Gé€i): Colloquial Got-Done-To Patterns

Affected Subject + %5 + Doer + Verb Phrase; Affected Subject + #% + Doer + 45 + Verb

Phrase

#& can mark a passive relationship in conversational Chinese. The affected person or thing appears
first, followed by %5, the doer, and the action.

TRzt 1 o
W0 géi ta pian le.
| got scammed by him.

Full lesson and examples —

2T (Zhiyt): As For and Turning to a Related Topic
£F + Topic, Comment

% F introduces a related topic after some discussion is already in place. It often corresponds to as
for or as to, shifting attention from what has been settled to another issue that needs a separate
comment.

FHAREEEWR T . ETERFEAFR, ZHEEWRT

Xiangmu fang'an wo gei ldobdn le. Zhiyt ldobdn tong bu téngyi, yao kan ldobdn le.
I've given the project proposal to my boss. It's up to him whether he agrees or not.

Full lesson and examples —
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Wt for Scope: Regarding a Topic and From One Aspect
Wt + Scope + Verb / 3 + Topic + Gk / 11 &) + Comment

Bt can introduce the subject matter of an action such as discussing, explaining, or exchanging
views. In that role, it comes before the topic and normally precedes the main verb.

A (= O, \Y HE —
7 1 4 N RIAMOR [ /i Ag e 1 o D o
Lidng gué lingddorén jiu huanbdo wenti jiaohuan le yijian.
The two leaders exchanged views on environmental issues.

Full lesson and examples —

Z (Chén): Do Something While the Opportunity Lasts
& + opportunity or situation, action

i introduces circumstances that make an action possible or worthwhile at that moment. Its meaning
combines timing with opportunity: the speaker acts while a favorable condition still holds.

eI, L TPl
Chen ddzhé, wo mai le xin shouji.
Taking advantage of the discount, | bought a new phone.

Full lesson and examples —
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Verb phrases

. (Suan): Counting as Something and Making a Judgment
Subject + (4~ +) & + Noun / Description (+ H])

% makes an assessment about whether something qualifies as a category or reaches a certain
standard. A noun after 22 names the category; an adjective evaluates the degree or quality.

/‘4
(LK N
Ta suan tiancai.
She is considered a genius.

Full lesson and examples —

Verb + {14 (Shénme): Challenge an Action in Chinese
Verb + {14 + verb / object

14 does more than ask for information when it follows a verb in a rhetorical challenge. The speaker
questions why an action is happening or suggests it is unreasonable.

TREAT A%, BARIESE T

Ni mdi shénme mdi, qgian dou hua guang le.
Why buy anything? All the money is gone.

Full lesson and examples —
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%...—#fF and MZ... 34 : Compare Specific Qualities
A+ 1% + B+ —ff + predicate; A + M% + B + X4 / #B4 + predicate

% introduces something used as a model for comparison. Adding —#¥: and a following predicate
identifies the particular quality or behavior the comparison concerns.

WA RN — R H.
Ta youshihou xiang xidohai yiyang tianzhen.
She's as naive as a little kid sometimes.

Full lesson and examples —

1t (Hua): Form Chinese Words Meaning -ize or -ify

Noun / adjective + 1k

The suffix {¥. builds words about becoming something or making something acquire a particular
quality. English often uses endings such as ize, ify, or ization for similar ideas.

FE REM MEE. Byl soite. Ptk L&Ak

Zhongguo- hua, Méigué- hua, géxing- hua, shuzi- hua, chéngshi- hua, liangji- hua, bianyuan- hua
sinicize/Chinese-ify, Americanize, personalize, digitize, urbanize, polarize, marginalize

Full lesson and examples —
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YRS (Nanguai) as a Verb: Hard to Blame
YEPE + person; X WMERE (+ person)

HE % can evaluate responsibility rather than simply introduce an explanation. In this use, it means
that blaming someone would be unreasonable or difficult to justify.

fliRE] 7, XWMER. A RHIERIR T .
Ta chidao le, zhe yé nanguai. Jintian ditie huai le.
He's late, but we can't blame him for that. The subway broke down today.

Full lesson and examples —

Y (Nanmian): Say Something Is Hard to Avoid
Subject + M + (& / Z) + predicate

X% presents an outcome as difficult to prevent under the circumstances. It often softens criticism
by recognizing that mistakes, misunderstandings, or setbacks can naturally arise.

WIDT 463/ ME I ME T — iR .
Gang kaishi shuo waiyii shi nGnmidn hui you yixié wuhui.

When you first start speaking a foreign language, there are inevitably going to be some
misunderstandings.

Full lesson and examples —
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3% (Shou): Express Being Affected or Receiving Treatment
Subject + 5 + (agent) + action / influence

% often presents someone or something as receiving treatment, influence, or an effect. Common
combinations concern respect, welcome, interference, criticism, and harm.

5 2 T A BRAR 32 2 A2 WL o

Zhang Ldoshi de ke hén shou xuésheng de huanying.
Teacher Zhang's lessons are welcomed by the students.

Full lesson and examples —

Sentence structure and word order

BAE and MEPE: Saying No Wonder in Chinese
Reason , X415 / ¥ + Observation

PEAS and M express that an observation now makes sense in light of a reason. The speaker
often learns new information and recognizes how it explains something noticed earlier.

NIRRT, BEAESRICER 2.
Xido Zhang gingjia le, guaibude jintian méiyou kandao ta.
Little Zhang asked for vacation time, no wonder | haven't seen him today.

Full lesson and examples —
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A (Yaobushi): If It Were Not For

B + condition (+ f{i%), counterfactual result

HA: asks the listener to imagine a situation without an important fact, person, or intervention. The
following clause explains what would happen, or would have happened, in that alternative situation.

BARER, R AKB.
Yaobushi ni, wo hui mili.
If it weren't for you, | would get lost.

Full lesson and examples —

%75 (Duokuil): Say Thanks To in Chinese

%5 (7)) + helpful circumstance, subject + 7" + favorable result

%7 identifies the help or fortunate circumstance behind a favorable result. It invites the listener to
recognize that things could have gone worse without that contribution.

y, A[ﬁ e ) > — 'y,
HREX At 5E, £ VIR
W6 néng zhéme kuai zuo wan, duokui le ni bang wo.
| was able to finish so quickly thanks to your help.

Full lesson and examples —
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1 £ (Eryl): Express Only, Merely, or That's All
Limited statement + [fij &

M & limits the scope or importance of the statement immediately before it. The speaker presents
something as merely that much, with no greater meaning implied.

— IR 2, X AR
Y1 bei kafei éryt, biiyao zhéme gandong.
It's just a cup of coffee, you don't need to be so moved.

Full lesson and examples —

¥+ (Jiang) as a Formal Alternative to
Subject + ¥ + object + verb phrase

¥ can introduce the object that an action affects, much as ! does in a disposal sentence. This
usage appears especially in written instructions, reports, and other formal language.

(S NS /L‘lﬁ’
b IX Le B REARNZ5E T o
Ta jiang zhéxie dangao dou chi wan le.
He has eaten all the cake.

Full lesson and examples —
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Advanced 2 Sentences: %45, 2441E, and Ji;

Subject + # + object + 25 + verb phrase; 1 + A + 244 / BE + B; & + object + verb + Ji§ +
result

Advanced {2 sentences keep their focus on what happens to a specified object, but the effect can be
abstract. 4} before the verb can add conversational emphasis without introducing a recipient. 244 or
F 1k describes treating or regarding someone as something. A result with j% can describe
transformation, production, or mistaking one thing for another, depending on the verb.

FIEXFEILGE T

WO bd zhe shi er géi wang le.
| forgot about this matter.

Full lesson and examples —

2.5 If You Are Going to Do It, Do It

# + intended action + i + action / requirement

L.t can frame an action as a choice and then insist on carrying it through or doing it properly.
Repeating the verb produces a direct challenge or instruction: if that is what someone intends, they
should act.

TOERUE, BATATE ZAR.

Yao zou jitt zou, women bit xuyao ni.
If you want to leave, leave. We don't need you.

Full lesson and examples —
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/AT (Shaobuliao): Cannot Do Without or Bound to Have
Subject / situation + /4 7 + noun / verb phrase

/AT says that something cannot be absent from a situation, or that an experience is bound to
occur. It can identify an essential ingredient in a celebration, an indispensable contribution, or an
unwelcome consequence that someone cannot escape.

45 e 75

BEET, DA TRTHEB.

Meéi nian Chunjié, shaobulido jidozi hé Chunwdn.

Every Chinese New Year, it's gotta be dumplings and the Spring Festival Gala.

Full lesson and examples —

ZF (Déngyu): Be Equivalent To or Amount To
A+(#)+%T +B

4T expresses equality in mathematics and extends to practical equivalence in everyday language.
The speaker treats one action or situation as effectively the same as another in its consequences or
significance.

A 7 : N

SR TN, FETHEED T

Jintian chi le zhaji, déengyt bai paobit le.

| ate fried chicken today, which amounts to me going jogging for nothing.

Full lesson and examples —
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M...H (Cong...Zhong): Learn or Gain Something From
Subject + M + source + H + gain / discovery

... frames something as the source from which knowledge, experience, or another result is
obtained. The source can be a book, a conversation, an activity, or an event that leads to
understanding. # presents the source as a domain in which the useful material is found, so the
meaning often extends well beyond physical movement out of a place.

M2 TR Z FiR.

W0 céng shui zhong xuéxi le hén duo zhishi.

| learned a lot from the book.

Full lesson and examples —

Verb + 3t + Verb: So Be It in Chinese

Verb phrase + 3 + repeated verb phrase

Repeating a verb phrase around jf; can accept a possibility while dismissing its power to worry or
deter the speaker. The tone may be indifferent, resigned, or defiant: if that happens, so be it.

TR T, B
Huai le jitt huai le, zai mdi xin de.
If it's broken, so be it-we can buy a new one.

Full lesson and examples —
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AMH... £ 2 3%...44: Not Only, But Even

AMH + first point, #HZE % + surprising focus + 3, / #[ + predicate

AMH..EF%.. 4 extends a statement by adding a more striking case. The first clause establishes
one fact; the second moves to something less expected or more extreme on the relevant scale.

AEAFEZRES, HEEN WA RIE,
Ta budan bu zhidao Li Lianjié, shénzhi lian Chéng Léng yé bu zhidao.
Not only does he not know Jet Li, he doesn't even know Jackie Chan.

Full lesson and examples —

¥ (Hao) for Purpose: So That Someone Can
Enabling action, (subject +) #f + intended action

¥ can introduce the purpose served by an earlier action. The first clause describes preparation or a
helpful arrangement, and the following clause explains what this enables.

Tt B T MR Y I N

Ta shui qian changchang heé niundi, hdo rushui.
She often drinks milk before bedtime to help her fall asleep.

Full lesson and examples —
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IR... 5 %H): Describe Things Related To a Topic
¥ /1 / 5 + topic + A X + noun

£ 2% links something to a topic, person, or project. When followed by [ and a noun, the whole
phrase specifies which things are under discussion: those connected with that topic.

FAMl T 1, BRABAT K B FHIE A A TBRIIE

W0 hé ta fenshou le, gen ta youguan de shiqing wo dou bu xidng zhidao.
We broke up, | don't want to know anything related to him.

Full lesson and examples —

— & ...—1 (Yimian...Yimian): Do Two Things at Once
Subject + —[ij + action 1 + —Tf] + action 2

—TH...— presents two activities as taking place alongside each other. The subject normally
participates in both, and the sentence highlights their overlap rather than a sequence in which one
finishes before the other starts.

W0 yimian ku yimian pdo.
| cried while running away.

Full lesson and examples —
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il (Suowei): So-Called or What Is Known As
fiiE + (%) + noun phrase

B8 introduces a label, term, or concept that people use. It can neutrally identify what is called
something, or it can distance the speaker from a claim they doubt.

FriBiRA, Al e aXAERI N, AT ATRE, Ml Cfafiitiss /1.

Suodwei de tiancat, you kénéng you zhéyang de rén, yé you kénéng, ta ziji toutou de nuili.
There may be such a person as this the so-called "genius," or, possibly, he has been secretly trying
really hard.

Full lesson and examples —

A g2 (Bu Shi...Jiushi): Either One or the Other
A J& + option A + A2 + option B

. A2 presents two alternatives as covering the relevant possibilities. The speaker may be
describing an uncertain identity, a repeated habit, or choices that seem limited to two outcomes.

‘\ ) RN oS ‘\_\[’
A RE R AN ST Y R B 0 o
Ta zhéng tian bu shi dd yéuxi jitishi shuijiao.
If he's not playing video games all day, he's sleeping.

Full lesson and examples —
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T .. HA and 7] ... 45,3 Would Rather

1] + chosen alternative, 4> + rejected alternative; 7° 7] + accepted cost, 1% +

determined action

1] expresses a deliberate preference, often when making a choice involves a drawback. In
TH ... A, the speaker accepts the first alternative rather than take the second.

HTARA BN, MAERER N5 WA
W0 ningké méiyou nan péngyou, yé bu yao suibian zhdo yi ge nanpéngyou.
I'd rather have no boyfriend than choose one at random.

Full lesson and examples —

Comparisons

AL R

B vs 2% Two Ways to Say Often in Chinese
Subject + %% / 4% + Verb Phrase

HH and 4% both describe events that occur frequently. In their ordinary adverbial use, they

appear after the subject and before the verb phrase, and many sentences allow either choice.

FoH HU BRI LS -
W6 changchdang shoudao laji dudnxin.
| often receive spam texts.

Full lesson and examples —
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Fhg... ok and #H Lk: Make Chinese Comparisons
b + B (+ 3€), A + comparison; 5 / 1/ ¥E + B+ #HEk, A + comparison

Fit2 introduces the person, thing, or situation used as a comparison point. The main statement then
evaluates another item against that reference.

boke By, REXHNYMEERL T .
Bi gi Shanghdi, wo ldojia de wriijia pianyi duo le.
Compared to Shanghai, the prices in my hometown are way cheaper.

Full lesson and examples —

A (Bura): Not as Good as and Better To
A + A1 + B (+ predicate); AU + suggested action

A0 places the first option below the second on a relevant scale. With no following adjective, it
commonly means that the first is inferior or less satisfactory overall.

FA A BGT AU o

W0 gé de chéngji burit wo de.
My older brother's grades are not as good as mine.

Full lesson and examples —
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AEE (Bu BY) versus %4 : No More or Not As
A + ALk + B + adjective

At denies a comparative claim: the first item does not exceed the second on the scale named by
the adjective. This can leave equality or a lower degree open. %7 more directly says that the first
falls short of the second in the relevant quality.

PRI RIS o
Ni méiyou wo congming.
You're not as smart as me.

Full lesson and examples —

a4 versus 2T Finally in Chinese
Subject + B4 / Z&F + predicate

B and Z&F both mark the arrival of a result after a process, delay, or difficulty. They direct
attention to the endpoint and suggest that something preceded it rather than presenting the event in
isolation.

IRISSER T !

Ni zongsuan lai le!
You finally came!

Full lesson and examples —
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IR versus %}: With Someone or Toward Someone
ER / %} + person + suitable predicate

¥R and X%} can both identify the person being spoken to, so their use with {ii sometimes overlaps.
Elsewhere, they frame different relationships. i commonly connects participants in an interaction,
accompaniment, or comparison, while %} directs an action, attitude, or evaluation toward a target.

PR 1, (ERAAME

W06 gen ta shuo le, danshi ta bu xin.
| told her, but she didn't believe me.

Full lesson and examples —

gl 7], and 73:: Toward in Chinese
W1 / 1q] / 1% + direction + suitable verb

&, 1], and £ can introduce a direction before a movement verb, but their overlap is limited. £
strongly suits movement toward a place, while &} often emphasizes facing or directing an action

toward a target. [n] covers spatial direction and also many abstract targets, including the person from

whom someone learns or to whom a request is directed.

MIXE ) /5 / AEAEEPTEREEE] 1.

Céng zheli xiang / chao / wdng béi zou lidng bdi mi jit dao le.
From here, go one hundred meters north, and you'll get there.

Full lesson and examples —
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%} versus X F: Overlapping Uses and Key Differences
%f / %FF + object, comment; subject + X} + person + treatment

%} and X}F overlap when introducing the object or matter an opinion, understanding, or discussion
concerns. XfF often has a more deliberate or formal sound and can foreground that reference point.
This overlap does not mean every X%} can be expanded to %fJ.

XCE) PN, At aFik?

Dui(yit) zhe zhong shiqing, ni you shénme kanfa?
As for this kind of thing, what's your perspective?

Full lesson and examples —

XfT versus £F: Regarding or As For
XIF + object, comment; £F + shifted topic, comment; ~S£F + degree

1T introduces the person, thing, or issue that a comment concerns. £F often moves the
discussion to a further topic or aspect, roughly as for. That transition works best when a previous
point is already available, even if supplied by the conversation.

X HL, Fft 25 AE

Duiyu dianndo, wo shénme dou bit dong.
With regards to computers, | don't understand anything.

Full lesson and examples —
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26 versus “A: Two Meanings of For in Chinese
Subject + %45 + recipient + action; subject + 4 + beneficiary / concern + predicate

#& often identifies the recipient or person toward whom an action is directed. 4 frequently introduces
whose benefit, cause, responsibility, or concern motivates a predicate. Both may translate as for, but
the English word covers relationships that Chinese distinguishes.

= SRy 272
HARE DT

Qing géi wo na yi shuang kuaizi.
Please get me a pair of chopsticks.

Full lesson and examples —

SE-B) versus % : Usually or Ordinary
Subject + “F-if / P4 + predicate; 1R ; “F¥# ) + noun

SE-i) and % can describe what is usual outside a special occasion or exceptional situation. They
introduce the ordinary background against which a habit or action is understood.

VR = (i B

Ni pingchang hui jianshén ma?
Do you often work out?

Full lesson and examples —
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PLJG versus 2 J5: After, Later, or In the Future
Event / time + L\ J5 / ZJ5; LLJ5 + future statement; 2 j5 + later development

PLJA and 2 J5 can both follow a time or event to locate something after it. The preceding phrase
supplies the reference point, whether it is getting married, finishing an activity, or reaching a
particular stage.

TEWMUEZERESTRZ
Xia guo yu yithou kongqi hui hdo hén duo.
After it rains, the air will be a lot better.

Full lesson and examples —

FE it ok versus & k: Looks Like or It Seems
Subject + F 23k + description; F& 3 + inference; {£ + person + &3

FEitek often describes the impression a person, object, or situation gives. The judgment may

concern appearance, mood, or how something seems on inspection. & % more readily introduces

an inference drawn from available evidence, much like it seems that.
s 4 Y

LA RE KRBT o

Nil'ér jintian kangilai hén kaixin.

Our daughter looks really happy today.

Full lesson and examples —
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45 versus Fitt3k: Appear or Look a Certain Way
Subject + 45 / F#Fk + description; circumstance + {45 + person + description

45 presents a quality as standing out or becoming apparent in a situation. The sentence often
shows how clothing, behavior, or a surrounding contrast makes someone appear a particular way.

FEite 3k more directly reports the impression someone gets from looking at or assessing the subject.

(Y ) M. /E' N, = >, P

XA B AR PR LB

Zhéyang chuan xidnde wo bijiao chéngshil.

Dressing like this makes me appear more mature.

Full lesson and examples —

Complements

5415 17 (De Budélido): Extremely and Terribly in Chinese
Adj. + BAERT

B AT intensifies a description to an extreme degree. Put it after the adjective or descriptive
predicate, with 5 linking the quality to the degree complement.

ADAD = /H A=] =
BETIART , VREE L
Baba qi de budélido, ni yao ddoméi la.

Dad is super angry. You're in for it.

Full lesson and examples —
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51K (De Hén): Strong Emphasis After an Adjective
Adj. + £+ 1R

1R follows an adjective to emphasize a high degree of the quality. The adjective comes first, then
connects it to {2 as a degree complement.

FIFRAR, AR T

W6 hdo de hén, ni buyong weéi woé danxin.

&
&

I'm doing great. You don't need to worry about me.

Full lesson and examples —

1 with Complements: After Results and Inside Directional
Phrases

Verb + Result / Direction Complement + ; Selected Verb + T + Direction Complement

With a result complement, 1" normally follows the complete verb-result unit. The action and result
form the predicate whose occurrence is being asserted, so separating them with 7 is not the
ordinary pattern.

WZ5E T

Cht wan le.

Finished eating.

Full lesson and examples —
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B1R, 184745 T, and More: Chinese Degree Complements
Adjective + f + f / R T | e | Kf

A degree complement can intensify an adjective from after the predicate rather than placing a
degree word before it. 141 gives a strong evaluation, while 545 1, 15247, and 5447 often
sound more vivid or emotional. These phrases communicate how strongly the speaker experiences
the quality, rather than providing an objective numerical measurement of it.

XA A AR
Zhége haizi zist de hén.
This child is super selfish.

Full lesson and examples —

B5T,58 7T, 54, B3, and 1535 Potential Complements
Verb+ 8/ A+T/F/k/3/%E

Potential complements describe whether a particular result is achievable. The final component
specifies the limitation involved: 7 often concerns feasibility, T available capacity, 2 affordability or
ability to bear a cost, 7j sufficient strength, and % reaching or obtaining the intended target.

2%, Ef T a ke

Ta name ldo, zou delido name duo lit ma?
He's so old. Will he be able to walk that far?

Full lesson and examples —
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¥, JF, and H3%: Chinese Result Complements
Verb + 1% / JF / HH(GR)

Result complements tell the listener what an action achieves. {i commonly conveys securing,
retaining, or stopping something; its meaning extends beyond physical holding to mental retention.
JF often involves opening, separation, or dispersal. H} or {3k can describe something emerging into
view, being produced, or becoming recognizable. The original spatial meanings help explain many of
these extended uses.

— B BRI
Yiding yao ji zhit wo de hua.
You must remember what | said.

Full lesson and examples —

P 17 (Huai Le): Express an Extreme State
Adjective / suitable verb + {1

¥R T can intensify a state so that it feels overwhelming or extreme. It often appears with tiredness,
hunger, anger, or worry, but the emotional result can also be favorable, depending on the preceding
word.

REFRINT o
Dajia dou lei huai le.
Everyone was dead-tired.

Full lesson and examples —
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% (Zhao): Achieve a Result or Reach a Goal
Verb + &;verb+ 15/ ~ + &

As a result complement, % indicates that an action reaches its intended result or succeeds in a
relevant way. The exact outcome comes from the verb, such as entering sleep or finding something
sought.

EEWIES .

Bdobao gang shui zhao.
The baby just fell asleep.

Full lesson and examples —

#|| (Dao) as a Result Complement: Achieve the Goal
Verb + %

#l| after a verb often emphasizes attainment: the action has reached a target, obtained something, or
produced an intended result. A plain verb can name the activity, while the compound makes success
more explicit.

FIL A M
W0 hai méiyou zuo.
| haven‘t done it.

Full lesson and examples —
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Verb + 3k + Verb + Z: Back and Forth or Repeatedly
Verb + 3¢ + verb + &

Repeating the same verb around 3 and 2 presents an action as moving back and forth or
continuing through repeated turns. With movement verbs, the direction may be literal.

FHNERE K, EEGIMEERES.
Xuésheng men dou hén jinzhang, zai kdochdng waimian zou lai zou qut.
The students are all nervous, they are all pacing back and forth outside of the exam room.

Full lesson and examples —

Adjectives

Adjective + T x5 JL: A Bit Too and Small Changes in Chinese
Adj. + 7 +(—) 5L

An adjective followed by T ;5 JL can suggest that a quality goes slightly beyond what is suitable. It is
useful for commenting on fit, distance, price, or another practical mismatch while keeping the
criticism relatively restrained. — can appear before ;5 JL.

L YRR WO & 1y N,
RIS T Lo
Zhe dao cai xian le dianr.
This dish is a little too salty.

T /5 )L follows the adjective. Here it gently says the saltiness is more than wanted.

Full lesson and examples —
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FHJ4& (Youdeshi): Plenty Of and More Than Enough
Subj. + A HJZE + Noun

A W= emphasizes that something is available in abundance. Put the resource after the expression,
or establish it as the topic and end the comment with 5 1.

ERREM, THIRE.

Ta ba shi da ldobdn, youdeshi gian.
His dad is a big boss. He's got plenty of money.

Full lesson and examples —

Particles

By (A) in Lists: Naming Examples Conversationally
Item A + ], Item B + fif, Item C + W] + ({4 H))

By can follow successive items in a conversational list. It gives the sequence a relaxed, spoken
rhythm and often suggests that the speaker is naming examples rather than providing a complete
inventory.

AU 2ZF 5 A, LW, JRFR, AW, fREEfEE.

Women shénme lingshi dou you, huashéng a, guazi a, shiipian a, ni sutbian chi ba.

We have all sorts of snacks: peanuts, roasted seeds, chips, go ahead and eat whatever you want.

Full lesson and examples —
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T After an Object: Completed Events and Sentence Rhythm
Verb + Obj. + T

T may follow the verb or appear after its object, but the placements are not freely interchangeable in
every context. Short verb-object expressions often sound complete with final 1", while a specified
object or a longer event description can support | directly after the verb.

F TR
W6 shang le ke.
| had class....

Full lesson and examples —

Topic + Wf: Introducing What You Want to Discuss

Topic + Wk, Comment

Wi can follow a topic before the speaker comments on it. This creates a conversational pause, giving
the listener time to recognize the issue being discussed.

L1 eHa e 22 g =k
EF{?EHW‘ b) kéﬁ%ﬁ%Xk o

Daxiéongmao ma, dajia dou xthuan.

Pandas. Everybody likes them.

Full lesson and examples —
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Questions

g (Ne) in Questions: Wondering, Weighing Choices, and
Tone

Mg can give an existing question a more reflective or conversational quality. With a question word, it
may suggest wondering about the answer.

™, » N/
HEgitle, bRRER? FAGHE—E !
W06 qu Midandian ne, haishi Taigué ne? Wo déi xidng yi xidng!
Should | go to Myanmar or Thailand? | have to think a bit!

Full lesson and examples —

Modality and auxiliary verbs

%5, B2, and < Express Future Events Formally
Subject + % / %2 / ¥i< + verb phrase

¥ introduces a future event in a relatively formal style. It is common in announcements, plans,
reports, and predictions, where English may use will.

ok o — M EE .

Ta jiang chéngwéi yi ge hdo baba.
He will become a good father.

Full lesson and examples —
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Aspect, time and completion

1E...N (Zai...Nei): Within a Period of Time
¥£ + time period + N + predicate

¥E...]N places an event or result within a bounded period. It can describe a deadline, a plan for
completion, or a change that occurred during a stated interval.

FERFERIPIAEN , fhtison 1T CEO,

Zai dudndudn de lidng nian néei, ta jiu chéngwéi le CEO.
In just two years, he has become the CEQO.

Full lesson and examples —
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