[LLaowail

HSK 1

HSK 2.0 / Grammar

Build your first sentences / 75 topics

Open the linked lesson for the full explanation and more examples.

Open this study guide

Grammar / HSK 2.0 Study online 1


https://laowaiapp.com/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l1_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/2.0/level-1/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l1_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/2.0/level-1/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l1_en_261112a1

Laowai

HSK 2.0 Level 1 grammar

Build your first sentences

Introduce yourself, ask a question, say where things are and describe what you want. Start with
word order, then add the small words that change a sentence.

FAI=AHRH 1K

Women san ge dou dai le shui.

All three of us brought water.

Study this construction

How to use this guide

Read the example, cover the translation and say what the sentence means. Open the linked lesson
for the full explanation and additional examples. Where practice is available, the online guide links to
it.

The HSK 2.0 level labels retained with the reference lessons.

Topics in this selection

Negation - 5 topics

Adverbs and degree - 6 topics

Conjunctions and complex sentences - 3 topics
Numbers, quantities and classifiers - 7 topics
Particles - 9 topics

Questions - 9 topics

Verb phrases - 12 topics

Modality and auxiliary verbs - 7 topics
Sentence structure and word order - 7 topics
Noun phrases - 5 topics

Aspect, time and completion - 1 topics

Comparisons - 2 topics
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Adjectives - 1 topics

Prepositions and coverbs - 1 topics
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Negation

Say “do not have” with ¥ &
Person + % + thing / Person + % + thing

£ has its own standard negative pattern. Instead of adding 4~, put % before £ to make %74

.2 LT\ ¥

o
&

T B4R .

W0 de bao lif méiyou zhijin.
There are no tissues in my bag.

Full lesson and examples —
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Make a negative statement with >

Person + A~ + verb / Thing + A~ + adjective

Put 4~ directly before a verb or adjective to make many everyday statements negative. It is useful for
preferences, habits, intentions, and descriptions: someone does not like a drink, does not take a
certain bus, or is not tired.

TR I

Wo bu he jia tang de kafei.

o

| do not drink coffee with added sugar.

Full lesson and examples —
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Negating Actions with 3% and 7% in Chinese
A + Verb

¥ before an action verb says that the action has not occurred or did not occur in the relevant
period. The shorter 7% often has the same function.

HIA L B,
Wo méiyou qu shangban.
| didn't go to work.

Full lesson and examples —

Negative Commands with % (Buyao) in Chinese
ANEL + Verb

A2 before an action can tell the listener not to do it. It is an instruction, warning, or request rather
than simply a report that an action does not happen.

AEGE.

Buyao zou.
Don't leave.

Full lesson and examples —
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Double Negatives in Chinese: &4 and A7 g8 4>
Subject + 4 + 4~ / & + Predicate; Subject + 4~ + Modal + A~ / % + Predicate

Two negatives can work together to reject a negative claim or make an affirmative conclusion more
emphatic. N2 says that the explanation is not a lack of the quality or action in question. A
following clause often supplies the real explanation.

A AR
Ta bit hui bu ldi de.
There is no way he's not coming.

Full lesson and examples —

Adverbs and degree

Talk about a whole group with #p
Group + # + verb phrase / Group + #§ + adjective phrase

Use #% when the whole group shares an action or description. The group normally comes before #f:

the three of us are ready, both bags are light, or all these shops sell tea.

FAT=AHA T K
Women san ge dou dai le shui.
All three of us brought water.

A 1=/ names the group before #.

Full lesson and examples —
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Add “also” with s,

Subject + #4, + verb phrase / Subject + #5, + 1§ + adjective

t, adds a statement that shares something with what came before. One person likes cycling, and
another person does too; one room is bright, and a second room is also bright.

IIMRERFT S, ALK

Xido Lin xthuan qi che, wo yé xthuan.

Xiaolin likes cycling, and | do too.

Full lesson and examples —
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Say what is happening with 7£
subject / ¥£ / verb + object

Put ¥ before an action verb to show that the action is underway at the moment you are talking
about. 1t 7F 5 BH{Z J means she is in the middle of writing a postcard. Chinese does not change the
verb itself to match English “-ing.” A word such as #J.{f can make the present reference explicit, but
context often supplies it.

IS IS Ao
Ta zai xié mingxinpian.
She is writing a postcard.

1&: comes before 5; the postcard follows as its object.

Full lesson and examples —

Not Very and Not Really with A~ A (Bu Tai)
AKX + Adj.

K before an adjective weakens a positive degree rather than asserting its strongest opposite. It
often corresponds to “not very” or “not particularly.” This makes it useful for measured descriptions
and tactful evaluations.

HHXARK.
W6 jia bu tai da.
My house is not too big.

Full lesson and examples —
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All at Once and Suddenly with —F - (Yixiazi)
Subj. + — FF+Verb+ T

— 1 before a predicate can present a change or action as happening suddenly or in a short burst.
The emphasis may be on speed, abruptness, or the amount accomplished at once.

RI—TFEET .
Tianqi yixiazi bian léng le.
The weather suddenly got cold.

Full lesson and examples —

In This Way and In That Case with iXf¥ (Zheyang)
Condition , iX#f + Result / Purpose

iX#F can refer to a way of doing something that is demonstrated, described, or understood. Before a
verb, it means carrying out the action in that manner.

AT o

Zhéyang zuo bu dui.
Doing it this way is not right.

Full lesson and examples —
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Conjunctions and complex sentences

Join people and things with
Noun phrase + #/ + noun phrase

The basic use of # joins nouns or noun phrases: tea and water, a colleague and a friend, or your
notebook and mine. The combined phrase can act as the subject or the object of a sentence.

T T BB -

Wo dai le qgianbi hé xiangpt.

| brought a pencil and an eraser.

Full lesson and examples —
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Offer a choice with A&
Option A + 1A/ + option B / Subject + verb + A + A% + B

Use &4 when a question offers alternatives: noodles or dumplings, the underground or walking, a
visit or a rest. You are asking which option the listener chooses, so an answer will usually name one
of the options.

/L‘ » N
FIRVRRERZ I SF D22
Wiifan ni xidng chi miantido haishi jidozi?
Would you like noodles or dumplings for lunch?

Iz applies to both food choices.

Full lesson and examples —

BB Either...Or Choices in Chinese

= HE ... presents alternatives as separate choices. Put .4 before each option, keeping the
grammatical shape parallel enough for the listener to compare them easily.

BoNE, Bafbk.

Yaome ni qu, yaome ta qul.
Either you go, or he goes.

Full lesson and examples —
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Numbers, quantities and classifiers

Talking About Age in Chinese with % (Sui)
Subject + Number + % (+ 22)

An age statement in Mandarin can consist of a person followed directly by a number and %;.
Although English needs a form of “be,” this Chinese structure already forms a complete predicate.

.20 %
WO ershi sui.
| am 20 years old.

Full lesson and examples —
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Count people and things with />

Number + /™ + noun / iX / # + 4~ + noun

When you count many kinds of nouns in Chinese, a classifier goes between the number and the
noun. /> is a common classifier for people and many everyday things. Learn the three-part unit
together: number, classifier, noun.

THA =N
Ménkou you san ge rén.
There are three people at the entrance.

Full lesson and examples —
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Chinese Dates: Year, Month and Day with 4£. H. H
Year + 4 + Month +  + Day+ H / 5

Chinese calendar dates move from the largest unit to the smallest: year, then month, then day. Each
number comes before its unit.

1868 4E 1 | 18 &-
Yi-ba-lit-ba nian Y1 yue shiba hao
January 18, 1868

Full lesson and examples —

Days of the Week in Chinese with 2 #f (Xingqi)
£ + Number

Mandarin weekday names use £ jj followed by a number for Monday through Saturday. The count
starts with Monday as day one.

A B B HE_ .

A R B —g?
Jintian shi Xingqiyi ma?
Is today Monday?

Full lesson and examples —
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Chinese Numbers: Tens, Hundreds, Thousands and %
Number + Unit

Chinese whole numbers name their place values in descending order. The tens use +, hundreds
use H, and thousands use T-.

S AN

sanshiliu

thirty-six

An original editorial example: a tens digit, 1, then a units digit.

Full lesson and examples —

Telling Time in Chinese with & and 2}
(Date / Part of day +) Hour + 55 (+ 2f)

To give a clock hour in Mandarin, put the hour number before 45. The longer 5% is also possible for
a whole hour.

R

Jjitt didn
9 o'clock

Full lesson and examples —
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Chinese Money Amounts with J&. 3t. f and £
Number + 8t / 5¢ (+ Number + & / ) (+ &)

% /% asks for a price or amount of money. A named item can precede it to identify what is being
priced.

TRETFHLZ ke

Ni de shouji duoshao qian?
How much does your cell phone cost?

Full lesson and examples —

Particles

Possession Without }}J: Family and Close Relationships
Pronoun + Noun

Possession normally links a possessor and a noun with ], but Mandarin often leaves this particle
out after a pronoun when the relationship is familiar or closely associated. Family members,
partners, and a person's school or company are common settings for this shorter structure.

A=A
FRRK
W6 jia hén da.
My house is very big.

Full lesson and examples —
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Show ownership with ]
Owner + [¥] + thing

A connects an owner or associated person with a thing. Put the person first, then ], then the noun:
“my friend’s notebook” follows the order friend + [ + notebook.

This is my older sister’s camera.

Full lesson and examples —
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Making Suggestions in Chinese with II% (Ba)
Command + M2

Adding % to an action phrase can make it sound like a suggestion or a softened request. When the
subject includes the speaker and listener, English often uses “let's” for the same purpose.

PFATEME

Women zou ba.
Let's go.

Full lesson and examples —

View an action as a completed event with T

Subject + verb + T + object

When 7T follows a verb, it can present the action as a completed or bounded event. A useful starting
point is an action with a clear result or amount: buying two tickets, drinking a bowl of soup, or
sending a message.

> S

FIT Tk R

WO ding le lidng zhang dianying piao.
| booked two cinema tickets.

The number gives the booking event a clear amount.

Full lesson and examples —
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Not Anymore with A~...... 7 and % A...... T
A/ ¥ (H) + Verb Phrase + |

A negative predicate followed by sentence-final | can show that an earlier situation no longer holds.
With 45, the change may concern a habit, intention, state, or future action.

TANZT o
WO bt xidng chi le.
| don't want to eat anymore.

Full lesson and examples —

Announcing Now and New Situations with | (Le)

New Situation + T

Final 1 often gives an announcement the sense that a new situation applies now. It can mark a
transition into an activity, a newly understood fact, or the arrival of a relevant moment.

FE T o
Zhidao le.
Got it. / | see.

Full lesson and examples —
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Sentence-Final i (A): Tone and Emphasis in Chinese

iy at the end of a sentence shapes how the speaker presents it. It can convey enthusiasm, surprise,
urgency, or an emotionally engaged response.

X |
Dui a!

You're right!

Full lesson and examples —

Softening Requests and Opinions with IfZ (Ba)

X can make a sentence sound less forceful or less categorical. With an action phrase, it often
presents a request as a suggestion.

XA
Zhe bu tai hdo ba.
This isn't so good.

Full lesson and examples —
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Things Like That with 2 2% (Zhi Léi De)
% ...... Z 2K + Category

2ZZ5H) follows an example or a short list and includes other things of that kind. A following category
noun can make the intended class explicit. {£ may introduce the example, but it is not always
required.

THXMIEARZ B KEC Z R RE)E
W0 jia fijin you hén duo xiang KFC zhi léi de kuaican dian.
There are many fast-food restaurants in my neighborhood, like KFC and others like it.

Full lesson and examples —

Questions

Ask “what about...?” with Wg

Person or thing + Wg?

After a clear statement or question, Wg¢ can help you ask “what about...?” Name the new person or
thing, then add Wg. The listener uses the conversation to recover the missing words.

AN L, fRIE?
W0 zuo gongjiaoche qui, ni ne?
| am going by bus. What about you?

The follow-up asks about the other person’s way of getting there.

Full lesson and examples —
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Ask a yes-no question with A-not-A
Subject + verb + A~ + verb / Subject + % F + object

Repeat a verb with 4~ between the two copies to make a yes-no question. The listener can choose
the positive form or the negative form in the answer.

FRREAELBE?
Zhoumo ni qut bu qu shudian?
Are you going to the bookshop this weekend?

X AZ: offers going and not going as the two possibilities.

Full lesson and examples —

Keep question words in the answer’s place
Subject + verb + {f4? / iff + verb + object? / Subject + % + W JL>?

Chinese question words usually stay where the answer would go. Imagine a complete statement,
find the information you do not know, and replace that part.

IRIEHE {4 ?
Ni zai hua shénme?
What are you drawing?

114 stays after 1}, where the thing being drawn would appear.

Full lesson and examples —
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Chinese Tag Questions with X} A%}, AR and I A iF
------ ST [ XK [ B ?

A short affirmative and negative question can be attached to a statement as a tag. The main clause
presents the information, while the final tag asks the listener to confirm it or agree to it.

IR AL, XX

Ni hui shuo Zhongwén, dui bu dui?

You speak Chinese, right?

Full lesson and examples —

Chinese Tag Questions with &g, X}g and Mg
------ FEN [ X0, / e 2

A statement can become a request for confirmation when followed by a short tag containing 5. The
tag has its own checking word, such as #&, X}, or #f.

XA, R

Zhéyang zuo, dui ma?

Do it like this, right?

Full lesson and examples —
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Ask a yes-no question with g

Statement + N4?

To ask a neutral yes-no question, begin with the statement you want to check and add I'§; at the end.
You do not need to move the verb or add an equivalent of English “do.” Statements about people,
objects, or actions can all become this kind of question.

XA Y T ?

Zhe liang che dao bowtgudn ma?
Does this bus go to the museum?
The ordinary statement order stays in place.

Full lesson and examples —

Asking How Many with JL and £ /> in Chinese
JL + Measure Word (+ Noun) ?

To ask for a small expected count, replace the number in a counted noun phrase with JL and retain
the classifier. The question phrase stays where the quantity would normally appear, often after the
verb.

A LA T2
Ta you ji ge haizi?
How many kids does he have?

Full lesson and examples —
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Asking How Something Is with /E 4 #f (Zénmeyang)
...... 1 LRk

[E 4 FF: asks what something is like or how it is going. The topic or subject comes before it, and the
listener supplies a description or assessment.

{/J\? (Y /4\ 1::]?‘ ?
Ni zuijin zénmeyang?
How have you been recently?

Full lesson and examples —

Asking Have You Done It with 714 (Le Ma)
Verb + 7 + g?

A question can combine | with final 4 to ask whether a relevant action has happened or a new
situation has been reached. The particles appear in that order, with % completing the yes or no
question.

TRIZIR 1 g2
Ni chifan le ma?

Did you eat?

Full lesson and examples —
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Verb phrases

Saying Where Someone Is with ¥£ (Zai)
¥t + Place

Use 7t to state where a person or thing is located. Start with the subject, then ¥, then the location.

FADLESR T Lo

Xiangji zai zhuozi shang.

The camera is on the table.

Full lesson and examples —
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There Is and There Are in Chinese with 5 (You)
Place + A + Obj.

A can introduce something that exists in a place as well as describe what someone possesses. For
the existence meaning, begin with the location and follow it with 5 and the people or objects found
there.

THXAIRZ I
W6 jia you hén duo xido gou.
There are a lot of puppies in my home.

Full lesson and examples —
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Say what you have with &
Person + £ + thing / Person + %4 + thing

Use f to say that someone has something. It works with objects such as a pen, people in a family,
and resources such as time.

FAT MK ISR

W0 you liang zhang zhanldn piao.

| have two exhibition tickets.

Full lesson and examples —
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Introducing Names in Chinese with Fl (Jiao)
iy + Name

For introductions, 1Y links a person directly with the name they use. The subject comes first and the
name follows the verb.

Y Tom,
W6 jiao Tom.
My name is Tom.

Full lesson and examples —

Going Somewhere with % (Qu) in Chinese
2% + Place

% describes going away toward a destination. Put the person first and the destination after Z; the
verb can connect directly to a place name.

£ /N
W0 qu gongsi.
I'm going to the office.

Full lesson and examples —
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Giving and Asking Surnames with # (Xing)
% + Surname

Mandarin has a verb specifically for a person's family name: #}:. Place the person before #: and the
surname after it.

et E

W6 xing Wang.
My family name is Wang.

Full lesson and examples —

Asking How to Do Something with /&4 (Zénme)
/E 2 + Verb ?

1E 4 asks about the method or means of carrying out an action. Put it before the verb whose method
you want to know.

IRI1E A2

Nimen zénme xué Zhongwén?

How do you study Chinese?

Full lesson and examples —
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Come vs Go in Chinese: 3 (Lai) and 2 (Qu)
>k / 2 + Place

3k and % describe movement in relation to a viewpoint. 3 normally presents movement toward the
speaker or relevant center, while 2 presents movement away toward another destination. A place
can follow either verb directly.

I A B KA T

Mama yao qit chaoshi.
Mom will go to the supermarket.

Full lesson and examples —

Polite Requests with i (Qing) in Chinese
i& + Verb

i can introduce an action you politely ask the listener to perform. In a short request, it comes
directly before the verb phrase.

\Ei_—_:‘ »

g

Qing jin.

Please come in.

Full lesson and examples —
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Say where an action happens with 7£
subject / ¥£ + place / verb phrase

Use 7t followed by a place before the main activity to say where that activity happens. £ 5 5 itk
means “I cook in the kitchen” or “I am cooking in the kitchen,” depending on context. The location
normally comes before fi}z.

FRACJET 5 U o
W6 zai chuifang zuo fan.
| cook in the kitchen.

YE )5} i+ gives the location; context determines whether the activity is habitual or current.

Full lesson and examples —

HSK 2.0 Level 1 grammar Study online 33


https://laowaiapp.com/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l1_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/hsk/2.0/level-1/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l1_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/zai-place/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l1_en_261112a1
https://laowaiapp.com/grammar/zai-place/?utm_source=laowai_pdf&utm_medium=pdf&utm_campaign=pdf_g20l1_en_261112a1

Laowai

HSK 2.0 Level 1 grammar

Actions in Progress: ¥£, IE1E, &, and ¢ in Chinese
Subject + (1IEYE / 1E / £ +) Verb Phrase + ()

Chinese can present an action as underway through several related patterns. 7& and IE7E appear
before the action, while g can reinforce an ongoing situation at the end of the clause. A verb phrase
followed by Wg may itself convey that someone is busy doing something, when the context supports
that reading.

HA1_EEDLEIRVE

Women shang zhe Hanytl ke ne.

We're having a Chinese lesson now.

Full lesson and examples —
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ANE 4 and %X /E 4 Not Often or Not Much
Subj. + AN/E4 + Verb

A E 4 before an action says it happens infrequently or to a limited extent. It is a useful way to
describe habits without claiming that the person never does the activity.

A E 2 ZVLE
Ta bu zénme ai shuohua.
He doesn't like to talk much.

Full lesson and examples —

Modality and auxiliary verbs

Ability and Possibility in Chinese with f£ (Néng)
g€ + Verb

fE places attention on whether an action is possible or within someone's capacity. It comes before
the main verb, which supplies the actual activity.

FAENZ AT

W6 néng chi sishi geé jidozi.
| can eat 40 dumplings.

Full lesson and examples —
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Learned Skills with £ (Hui): Saying Can in Chinese
2> + Verb

4> can mark an ability acquired through learning or practice. It precedes the action describing the
skill, such as speaking a language, cooking, or writing.

i i H 3
Ta hui shuo Zhongwén.
He can speak Chinese.

Full lesson and examples —
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State a plan with 2

subject + time / 2 / verb phrase

3% before a verb can express an intention or a planned future action. A time expression makes the
reading especially clear: i K Z X E51E means “| am going to the library tomorrow.” The verb
stays in the same form.

I REE .

W06 mingtian yao qu tishuigudn.
| am going to the library tomorrow.

Full lesson and examples —
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Ask permission with 7] 2/
subject / W] L) / verb phrase + I

1] Pl before a verb can say that an action is allowed or acceptable. Add 4 to ask permission:
Femr LIAL X B means “May | sit here?” The request names a specific action, so the other person
knows what they are agreeing to.

EI], AT LAk X HL

Qingwen, wo kéyi zuo zheli ma?

Excuse me, may | sit here?

The question asks whether taking this seat is acceptable.

Full lesson and examples —

Wanting to Do Something with % (Yao)
35 + Verb

# before a verb can express a wish or intention to carry out an action. The subject identifies who
wants to act, and the following verb phrase names the action.

fb A 3L

Ta yao xué Zhongwén.
He wants to study Chinese.

Full lesson and examples —
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Predicting Will with £ (Hui) in Chinese
2> + Verb

£~ can express that an event is expected to happen. In this predictive use it stands before the main
predicate, and time expressions may identify when the event is expected.

HA R AR 23 SR iy 2
Mingtian ni hui lai ma?
Will you come tomorrow?

Full lesson and examples —
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Say what you would like to do with %8
subject / 48 / verb phrase

18 before a verb expresses wanting or feeling like doing something. F 4815 5 #wK means “l would
like to drink some hot water.” It is a useful way to talk about an idea before it becomes a firm
arrangement. Keep the whole action after #8: /3, 2445k, or B X H.

F AR KK

W0 xidng he didn ré shui.

| would like to drink some hot water.

Full lesson and examples —
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Sentence structure and word order

Basic Chinese Word Order: Subject, Verb and Object
Subj. + Verb (+ Obj.)

Many simple Mandarin action sentences begin with a subject and continue with a verb. If the verb
takes an object, that object commonly follows it.

PRIz

Nimen chi.

You eat.

Full lesson and examples —

Too and So in Chinese with X...... T (Tai...Le)
K+Adj.+ T

K before an adjective, commonly followed by T, expresses a strong degree. With an unwelcome
quality, it often means that something exceeds a comfortable or acceptable limit.

KIRRZ T o
Mifan tai duo le.
There is too much rice.

Full lesson and examples —
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+&... 4] for Past Details: Emphasizing When, How, or With
Whom

When an event is already established, J2...[ can highlight a particular detail about it. The focus
may be when it happened, how it was carried out, where it occurred, or who participated.

WERFRETIM T
Zuotian wo qu Hangzhou le.
| went to Hangzhou yesterday.

Full lesson and examples —

Chinese Topic-Comment Sentences: Put the Topic First
Topic, Comment

A topic-comment sentence first establishes what the speaker wants to discuss, then says something
relevant about it. The topic may be an object, a person, a broad category, or even a whole situation.

Wl = e /LA—I—I-‘
KR, BEREBIZH A
Shuiguo, wo zui ai chi cdoméi.
Fruit, | like strawberries best.

Full lesson and examples —
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How Often in Chinese: £ KB} d]...— ¥k and Frequency
Answers
Subj. + Z K:B}E] + Verb + — ¥k (+ Obj.)

A common Chinese frequency question asks how much time passes between occurrences of an
action. Put £ K:Is}Ja] before the action and — ¥k after its verbal part.

R 2 A I [ B — U BK ?
Ni duo chang shijian ti yi ci qiu?
How often do you play soccer?

Full lesson and examples —

... 5 9K...: Fortunately and Otherwise in Chinese
il + Lucky Incident , A~4& + Bad Outcome

A can introduce a circumstance the speaker is relieved about. It presents an event, decision, or
condition as fortunate because it prevents a problem.

R BATTERAT, AR 2 T .

Haihdo women ddche lai de, buran jiu chidao le.
Luckily, we came by taxi. Otherwise we would have been late.

Full lesson and examples —
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2% 7| (Déngdao): When the Time Comes and Not Until
Z%(%]) + Time / Event , Subj. + /% ......

Z: 7| can introduce the point when an event or change occurs. In a future plan, the first clause
establishes what must happen or what time must arrive before the next development. # commonly
signals postponing an action until that point, while 5 can present the ensuing result as following
naturally or promptly.

5 B ANE AU T

Déngdao ldobdn zhidao jitt mafan le.
When the boss finds out, we'll be in trouble.

Full lesson and examples —
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Noun phrases

Say what something is with £
Person or thing + J& + identity / Person or thing + “f~ + & + identity

Use #& when you identify someone or something: a person is a teacher, a place is a station, or an
object is your ticket. The expression after & is normally a noun or noun phrase.

XN -

Zheé wéi shi Lin ldoshi.

This is Teacher Lin.

Full lesson and examples —
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Describe things with &
Person or thing + 7i + adjective / Person or thing + 4~ + adjective

Many Chinese adjectives can act as the main description of a sentence. To say that something is
warm, convenient, or expensive, put the adjective after the subject. 1R often links the two in a neutral
statement.

XA ERTE -

Zhe jian jiaoshi hen liang.

This classroom is bright.

Full lesson and examples —
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Where Time Words Go in Chinese Sentences
Subj. + Time...... / Time + Subj.......

Time expressions nhaming when something happens commonly appear in two positions in a
Mandarin sentence. They can introduce the sentence before the subject, or follow the subject before
the predicate.

WERFRZ TR
Zuotian wo qu le jitba.
Yesterday | went to the bar.

Full lesson and examples —

Some and A Few with —2% (Yixie) in Chinese
— + Noun

— I before a noun expresses an unspecified quantity. It can refer to several countable items or an
amount of a substance, depending on the noun.

A K T Sk T ERIKCR

Mama qu chaoshi mdi le yixie shuiguo.
Mom went to the supermarket and bought some fruit.

Full lesson and examples —
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ZHi vs Z J&: Saying Before and After in Chinese
Event + ZHj / ZJ5 5 e..

21 and 2 J5 locate one situation relative to another: earlier than it or later than it. Attach either
word to an event phrase, then describe what happens before or after that event.

S 3>, 2. ™, I » PA N

K E 2R, FREDGER .

Lai Zhonggué zhiqian, wo de Hanyu hén yiban.

Before | came to China, my Chinese was really mediocre.

Full lesson and examples —

Aspect, time and completion

Follow an event with L) j5
Event + P)J5 + main action / Time + DLJ5

LLJg follows the event or time that serves as a starting point. T #ftLL)J5 means after class ends;
+ &5 LLJ5 means after ten o’clock. The main clause then says what happens in that later period.

TIREE, AR ERZR
Xiake ythou, women qu fiyjin chifan.
After class, we will go somewhere nearby to eat.

The meal follows the end of class.

Full lesson and examples —
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Comparisons

Choose between 4~ and ¥
A~ + verb or adjective / % (f) + verb / 3% + thing

A useful first distinction is meaning, not a simple past-versus-present rule. “f~ often negates habits,
preferences, intentions, and descriptions. 7% or % often denies that a particular event happened or
has happened. “I do not take taxis” and “I did not take a taxi today” therefore use different negative
forms.

I AT 4B o
W0 pingshi bii dai xianjin.
| do not normally carry cash.

A describes the usual habit, and i} makes that context clear.

Full lesson and examples —

2Z |a] vs H1[a]: Between, the Middle, and Relationships
A+ F1+ B+ ZJa] / ¥E]; Group + Z JH]

2 |a] and H1 ] overlap when identifying the space between two physical reference points. Both can
follow a phrase naming those points. HiJi] also names the middle of an area or sequence, and it can
stand independently when the surrounding references are understood.

N ‘\ —f- 3 ‘\ N, DN A}
LI E TR Z )/
Shanghdi zai Jiangsii Shéng hé Zhéjiang Shéng zhijian / zhongjian.
Shanghai is between Jiangsu Province and Zhejiang Province.

Full lesson and examples —
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Adjectives

Not Very and Not Often with /384 (Bu Zénme)
RIE 4 + Adj.

A E 4 can limit the degree of an adjective, giving a meaning such as “not very” or “not particularly.”
It often makes an evaluation less categorical than a bare negative. The phrase comes before the
descriptive predicate, and the subject can be stated or understood from the conversation.

= »
RILAE A

Zuijin bu zénme mang.

It hasn't been very busy lately.

Full lesson and examples —

Prepositions and coverbs

A 3] (Budao): Less Than an Amount or Before a Milestone
42| + Number + Measure Word + Noun

A% says an amount does not reach a specified value. Place it before the number and the
appropriate unit or classifier.

HLZILAE =%

W3 nil'ér budao san sui.
My daughter is not yet three years old.

Full lesson and examples —
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Laowai

HSK 2.0 Level 1 grammar

Sources and further study

Lesson reference source: AllSet Learning Chinese Grammar Wiki. Existing attribution remains in each linked article. Teaching
selections, editorial explanations and original Al-assisted illustrations: Laowai. This guide reuses the same canonical lesson

records as the website and apps.

Chinese Grammar Wiki reference source
Official HSK syllabus and sample questions

Continue with the matching vocabulary list
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